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The Bleſſing of JUD AH. 
7 HE age in which Shiloh ſhould appear, 
was marked out by the old patriarch 7a- 
cob, on his death- bed, above 1700 years 
before-hand; and the time in which the 
Meſſiah was to come, is ſpecified to a year by the 
prophet Daniel: and ſuch a mark or ſign is given 
by both theſe prophets, that it was almoſt impoſ- 
_ ſible for thoſe, who always ſought for a ſign, not to 
have diſcerned it. 

The propheſies, and theſe among others, have 
been the ſubject of great diſpute, not only between 
Chriſtians and Jews, but between Chriſtians and 
Chriſtians alſo. The ſenſe of the words, and pro- 
priety of the expreſſions, have multiplied diſputes 
and comments to that degree, that many have laid 
aſide all thoughts, and even deſire, of coming at 
the true meaning of them; and others of late have 
attempted to free themſelves from theſe difficulties, 
by having recourſe to the Alcoran, and ſo make the 
inſpired language of Adam and the prophets, to be 
as vague and uncertain, as that hodge podge called 
Arabic. They boldly advance their Mahometan in- 
terpretations, without any regard to the credit of 

the Hebrew Scripture ; which, ſince it is the record 
of our faith, if it can be made to ſignify any thing, 
will of courſe paſs for nothing; and mankind will 
by theſe enemies of righteouſneſs, be robbed, as far 
as they can prevail, of the only ground of rational 
conviction, the word of God; and left ro wander in 
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the deſerts of Arabia, like the Iſraelites, till God 
opened the rock to them 7bir/ly, and their ſoul faint- 


ing in them. An author writing in the character of 
a Mahometan ſays, that Arabic is nothing but He- 
% brew in its ancient purity. this may paſs in one 
of that character, and in that character only; the 
Chriſtian ſhould bluſh at ſo notorious an untruth; 
and an untruth that reflects ſo much diſhonour and 
confuſion too on the records of his faith. 


The firſt tranſlators of the Old- teſtament either 
would not, or could not, give us the ſenſe of num- 


berleſs places in it, for they have made no ſenſe at 
all of them; and thoſe who have come after them 
have been content for the moſt part with what they 
found done to their hands, and have ſpent more 
time in defending, than correcting the errors in the 
tranſlations. I ſhall not ſcruple to cite the author I 


referred to above, who tho he has dipt his pen 


deep in the poiſon of the ſerpent, has too much 
truth on his ſide, in the following, as in ſome other 
reflections. I ſpeak not this in peeviſhneſs—but 
& 1] reflect on the learned among the Nazarenes, 
„ who are chiefly to blame, having the cuſtody of 
& the book delivered to them from the Jews ; and 
among them the tranſlators of that volume are 
paſt excuſe, for they have deflowered the origi- 
nal, and robbed the virgin language of its beauty 


* 
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& and honour, whilſt the reſt are witneſſes, and 


«*« ſilent abettors of the rape, in concealing the in- 
„ dignity that has been done to the letters formed by 
« tbe finger of God, and full of divine myſteries. 


In thus accuſing the Chriſtian interpreters of the 


bible, I do not patroniſe the critical whimſies of 
e the Jewiſh cabbaliſts,” And this is, perhaps, 
one of the main reaſons, why ſo many men of great 
learning have taken up with a notion that the pro- 


-pheſies relating to the Mefiah were, many of them, 
| Purpolely involved in obſcurer phraſes and figures, 
| to 
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to fruſtrate the curioſity of the acuteſt ſearchers into 
futurity, Who could have nothing more worthy their 
ſearch; and many of whom deſired nothing more 


than a ſight of him, who was the deſire of all nati- 


ons, the object of their faith, and the ground of 


their hopes of ſalvation: and if the phraſes and 


figures they are delivered in, are now become ob- 


ſcurer than we could wiſh, it is owing to the vail, 
which that abandoned race of creatures, who once 
had the keeping of the lively oracles of God, have 
hung before our eyes. They have exerted more 
than human pains, and more than diabolical malice, 


to confound the ſenſe of every word that relates to 


the Meſſiah, and miſlead Chriſtians from a point of 
view, the whole ſcripture was deſigned to direct 


us to; for as a celebrated biſhop of our church has 


obſerved, all the propheſies point at Chriſt, all 
<« like lines meet in this center. He is the title of 
<* every book, and every page bears this inſcrip- 
tion, ſalvation through Chriſt : in the volume of 


be book it was written of me, what place is there 


„ meant, ſay the expoſitors? They conclude the 
« Pſalmiſt meant no one text, but that the whole 
% volume of ſcripture did propheſy of him. He 
* was the ſum and ſcope of all their predictions.” 
And it is not the deſigned or ſtudied obſcurity of 
the ſacred writers, that covers this light from our 
eyes, but thoſe ſons of darkneſs, whoſe directions, 
in ſpight of ſuch numberleſs cautions, thro? the Old 
and New-teſtament both, and in ſpight of the plain 
reaſon of the thing, the learned will ſtill follow. 
Nobody would believe that folly itſelf could have 
uttered ſo much ſenſeleſs, idle, and ridiculous ſtuff, 
as the infatuation of the rabbies has hatched, and 
Chriſtians have been at the expence and trouble to 
print, and occaſionally retail out for the benefit of 


mankind, And it is but too viſible that this leaven 


has had a bad influence, even on our pious re- 
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141 
formers themſelves in their tranſlation of the Scrip- 
tures,” and comments upon them; particularly in 
the hieroglyphical, and philoſophical parts of the 
ſacred books. This is a truth, tho' a ſad one, 
which. ought not to be concealed, and cannot be 
too often repeated, and rung in the ears of man- 
kind. And it is a truth, were we ſufficiently at- 
tentive to it, that would of: courſe put us on other 
meaſures, and induce us to take the ſcriptures as 
the prophets left them. I hope I give no juſt 
cauſe of offence in ſaying ſo. The ſcriptures muſt 
be conſtrued by other rules than the rabbies have 
taught us, if we would come at the ſenſe and mean- 
ing of them, or ſhew that they are conſiſtent with 
themſelves, and the . wiſdom. of him who indited 
them. 140 5 Fa 
But ] proceed to a conſideration of the two pro- 
pheſies, the tranſlation, and comments, on which 
led me into, and I think will in ſome meaſure juſ- 
tify me in the above reflections; I will conſider 
them verſe by verſe, tho* I have nothing new to 
offer on ſeveral parts of them. 


Gen. xlix. ver. 8—12, 


© Judah thou art he whom thy brethren ſhall 

“ praiſe.” — Praiſe, make their acknowledgements 
and ſubmiſſion to, It is to give the band, and yield 
the ſuperiority to. The ceremony is mentioned, 
1 Chron. xxix. 24. * All the princes and the mighty 
men, and all the ſons likewiſe of king David, 
gave the hand under Solomon the king.” Hence 
the name Judab from the ſame root as 1 hand. 
Thy hand ſhall be in the neck of thine enemies.“ 
All manner of enemies muſt be included in the pro- 
miſe; as well the enemies of his future, as of his 
. Preſent happineſs. © He muſt reign till he has put 
* all enemies under his feet. The laſt enemy that 
© ſhall be deſtroyed is death.“ What is there to 
| > confine 
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confine this, and an infinite number of other ſuch 


general words in the propheſies, proverbs, and ſay- 


ings in ſcripture, to one, which is called the literal, 
and contended for by ſome as the only ſenſe. 
„Thy father's children ſhall bow down to thee”? 
As to the firſt-born and chief ruler. ** Reuben 
e was the firſt- born; but foraſmuch as he defiled 
« his father's bed, his birthright was given unto 
<« the ſons of Foſeph—but Judah prevailed among 
ce his brethren, that the chief ruler ſhould be of 
« Rim, L CAFR v. „ 

. * Judah is a lion's whelp; from the prey, my 
<* ſon, thou goeſt, or art to go, up. Stooping 


= 


„ down, couching as a lion, and as an old lion; 


„ who ſhall rouſe him up? Agur obſerves that 
there are four things which are remarkable for or- 


dering their march, walk, or ſteps aright, Prov. 


xxx. 29. under the word p, which is our phraſe 
of making their ground good. One of them is “ a 
lion, which is chief among beaſts, and turneth 


292 


« not away for any.“ The lion of the tribe of 


Judab only is chief, and he only turneth away for 


none, but purſues his prey with conduct, courage, 
intrepidity, and proportionable ſucceſs; and all 
who would partake of the prey with him, muſt or- 


der their ſteps aright, and imitate his conduct and 


courage. 5 
The ſcepter ſhall not depart from Fudab, nor 
% a lawgiver from between his feet, till SHilob 


% come.” Shiloh, Heb. 9%. I ſhall not trou- 


ble the reader with the notorious and ſhocking miſ- 


Interpretation the rabbies have given of this moſt 


important word. It is really ſurpriſing that the 
chriſtian reader, who has the leaſt knowledge of 
the ſacred language, ſhould be at any loſs to aſcer- 
tain the true meaning of it. The word 19 means 
« Pacem, quietem,” peace, quietneſs, ſays Marius, 


and produces upwards of twenty texts where it ſo 


ſignifies. 
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ſignifies. So ot, according to the conſtant uſe 
of the Hebrew. would be the peace- mater, and 
hot? with the jod in the ſecond order is he, or that 

which obtains the effett of making peace, But let the 


apoſtle, ſpeaking to ſome heathen converts, ex- 
plain the meaning of this glorious, and endearing 
title of the Redeemer : Eph. ii. 11, Sc. Where- 
c fore remember that ye being in time paſſed Gen- 

tiles in the fleſh, who are called the uncircum- 
ciſion, by that which is called the circumciſion 


in the fleſh made by hands; that at that time 


« ye were without Chriſt, being aliens from the 


% out God in the world: But now in Chrift Jeſus 
ye, who ſometimes were far off, are made nigh 
« by the blood of Chriſt : For he is our PEACE, 


4e who hath made both one, and hath broken 


« down the middle wall of partition between us; 


& having aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity, even 
« the law of commandments, contained in ordi- 
nances, for to make in himſelf, of twain, one 
„ new man, ſo making PEACE. And that he 
e might reconcile both unto God in one body by 

the croſs, having ſlain the enmity thereby ; and 
came and preached PEACE to you which were 
afar off, and to them that were nigh : for thro? 


him we both have an acceſs by one Spirit unto 
« the, Father.“ 


cc 


66 
cc 
Cc 
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Let the reader attentively compare this with the 


words « Until Shiloh (the perfect peace-maker) come, 
* and unto him ſhall the gathering of the people 
„ be,“ —and what follows in the propheſy con- 
cerning 7udab, and then anſwer, whether St. Paul 


does not evidently allude to, and comment upon 
the prediction of Jacob. 


There is a difference betwixt the Greek and the 
other verſions here. In the firſt it is “ a prince 


« ſhall 


- 


„ commonwealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the 
covenants of promiſe, having no hope, and with- 


67 4 
<« ſhall not fail from Judab, and a ruler from his 
* thighs, till the things laid up for him be come; 
and he, is the expectation of the Gentiles.” In 
the vulgat, The ſcepter ſhall not be taken from 
C Judab, and the ruler from his high, till he come, 
ce who is to be ſent; and he ſhall be the expecta- 
tion of the Gentiles.” Much more correct, and 
honeſt, than the Greek in the latter part of the 
verſe, preſerving the mention of him, who was to 
be ſent ; whereas it is eaſy to ſee the ignorance or 
deſign of the LXX : they could not but know that 
5 in Hebrew, was feet, and not thigh ; and that 
Shilob was the name of a perſon, who was to come, 
and who was to be the hope of the Gentiles ; and 
not Judab, whom by their verſion they make that 
hope. The Greek has ſo obſcured the propheſy, 
that you can ſcarce gueſs at the ſenſe of a great part 
of it, and cannot prove the truth of the remainder, 
tho? the time of its completion be ſo long paſt. It 
ſays firſt, a prince ſhall not fail from Judah, nor 
* a ruler from his high.“ Which muſt mean there 
ſhould be no failure of a prince over Judab, line- 
ally deſcended from the patriarch of that name z 
or that the ſupreme power ſhould be in the hands 
of a natural born Jew, not an adopted, or incor- 
porated one, or one of any other tribe. Prince and 
ruler cannot mean an inferior, low, or ſubordinate 
magiſtrate, but one who is chief and ſupreme : and 
where ſhall we find ſuch an one of that tribe, ruling 
over the Jews after Zerobabel, and he a tributary to 
the Perſians? I think it 1s not pretended that any 
other houſe of the tribe of Judah ever ruled over 
the Jews, except that of David's, after his appoint- 
ment to the throne. Jechoniab was the progenitor 
of Zerobabel ; of him God folemnly declares, that 
% none of his ſeed ſhould proſper, fitting upon the 
* throne of David, and ruling any more in Ju- 
dab, Fer. xxii. 30. Does not this ſay that the 
4 ſupreme 
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I . . 
ſupreme power ſhould be removed out of the hands 
of the houſe of David, from their captivity ?— 
Sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any 
4 * more in Judah.” We find no power after this, 
| that can in any ſenſe be called regal, in- any of the 
1 houſe of David. The propheſies, Jer. xxxiii. 17, 
1 Pſal. Ixxxix. 3, 4, Sc. would prove too much, 
if if they related to the ſeed or ſons of David, that 
Hl were to reign on earth; for where was the houſe 
Ih of Jſrael, for a ſon of David to rule over, from the 
| time of the 4{ſrian captivity ? and which of that 
il family had ruled over Iſrael, for near 300 years 
before, from the revolt of Feroboam ? The ſon of 
David that rules for ever and ever, the man ibat 
ſhould no; be wanting to David, to fit upon the throne 
of the houſe of Iſrael, is evidently in theſe prophe- 
i fies, he whom the heavens mult receive until the 
| times of the reſtitution of all things.“ None elſe 
of that family have reigned, or ſat, on the throne of 
| the houſe of [/rael, ſince the Babyloniſ captivity. 
There are the chief of the fathers of Judab and Ben- 
| Jamin, mentioned as managers in their return from 
the captivity z and there is one mentioned by the 
name of Shezbazzar, and called the head N93 of 
Judah, and who was appointed deputy by Cyrus. 
It is diſputed whether Herod were of any tribe of 
Hrael; but ſuppoſe him an [/raelite ; ſuppoſe him 
again of the tribe of Judah, where was the ſupreme 
| power; nay that ſubordinate power they had in 
whoſe hands was it, from the time of Zerobabel, 
to the reign of Herod, and after that till the Gen- 
tiles were gathered to Shiloh ? for ſo long was the 
Iceptre to remain with Judah, The ſtory of the 
Sanbedrim, and its great power, is too fabulous 
for any to ſubſcribe to, whoſe imagination has not 
devoured all their underſtanding. There was ab 
origine, a power, how extenſive I know not, lodged 
in the elders, or heads of the tribes, who are often 
| mentioned 
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mentioned to have been ſummoned together by 
Moſes, and others; and ſuch heads were the fitteſt 
no doubt to have the management of affairs; but 
the judicial power as to the ſtatutes and judgments 
of the law, which included a power of life and 
death, was for the moſt part in the tribe of Levi, 
and family of Aaron, of which the high prieſt was 
always to be; and a general appeal or reſourſe is 
ordered in caſes of difficulty to the prieſt and judge, 
in the capital city, Deut. xvii. 8—13. This judge 
might be, and frequently was of other tribes beſides 
that of Judab, both before and after the captivity: 
it is therefore injudicious to bring this part of ſcrip- 
ture in confirmation, or as the original inſtitution 
of that fabulous Sanhedrim, whole authority all their 
_ traditions are built on. A council they had no 
doubt; but we find no proots of its having a lay 
preſident at the head of it; when our Lord was 
taken, and brought before this council, it is the 
high prieſt is the mouth of all the reſt; the orders 
were given by him; he pronounces the ſentence, 
and the reſt aſſent to it in a body: it is at the pa- 
lace of the high prieſt they meet, and there is not 
the leaſt mention or hint of any other preſident or 
co-head of the council. St. Paul's commiſſion, Acts 
xxii. and xxvi. 10. 12, is from the chief prieſts. 
Would he not have mentioned this prince of the 
houſe of David, whom the Cabbala * places at 
the head of this council as the principal agent ? have 
we any mention of this /awgiver, and king of the 
council in Joſephus, any more than we have in ſcrip- 
ture ? Bur it ſeems that 


* «© Quz ad legem ſpectabant, ſtatuta ac judicia, ad os princi- 
a * de domo Davidis fuere facta, & juxta mandatum Ponti- 
« ficis & ſynedrii ; and Zemach David ſays the fame. The ſu- 
„ preme authority, even in the time of the Aſmonæ an kings re- 
* fidedin this aſſembly, ſays the incomparable Grotias.” 

| Mann, Chron. Diſſert. p. 11. 


EL *« Selden 
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© Selden has juſtly remarked, that Joſephus be- 


ing himſelf a prieſt, mentions only the high 


e prieſt as preſident, and takes no notice of the 
<« lay governor of the line of David 
No more do the evangeliſts and St. Paul; they 
give no hint of any ſuch preſident. Did they all 
conſpire with Joſephus to humour him in the moſt 
ridiculous vanity imaginable, in ſuppreſſing the 
mention of the power of the prince of the houſe 
of David, becauſe he was of the tribe of Levi? But 
in reaſoning, as in jealouſy, trifles as light as air, 
are, to the fond, confirmations ſtrong, as proofs of 


holy writ. The high prieſt and his council had a 


great ſhare in the executive part of the laws that 


related to religion; but ſupreme, neither he, nor it 


ever were, nor in any ſenſe, lawgivers; much leſs 
was there any of the houſe of David who could be 
called latgiver ſince the captivity, if Zerobbabel 
was not; he only can be ſaid to have had any thing 
like a ſceptre in his hands; unleſs you will ſuppoſe 
the patriarch ſpoke of the bauble itſelf, the naked 
mace or mere ſceptre, which a learned man cites 
the Cabbala to prove, . 

« Was always kept in the court before this 
«© prince of the houſe of David,” who durſt as well 
take a bear by the tooth, as offer to ſway it, had 
there been any ſuch prince there. Would the am- 
bition and jealouſy of Herod have ſuffered a prince 


of the houſe of David to exerciſe a ſupreme power, 


a legiſlative authority? He who was ſo jealous of 


his power, as to embrue his hands in the blood of 


ſo many infants, to prevent the poſlibility of a ri- 


val, would he ſuffer one in the actual poſſeſſion and 
exerciſe of a ſupreme power? This council were 
the judges; and Hered might, and did, out of po- 
-licy, refer ſome things to their determination, be- 


cauſe it threw the odium from himſelf: But let 
them have what power you will pleaſe to imagine, it 
Was 


* * 
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was Levi, and not Judab, who had this ſceptre be- 
tween: his feet; and this was not an imperial ſcep- 
tre, but judicial ftaff, or mace. I ſhall therefore 
examine into the text, to find out and aſcertain 
ſome other ſenſe to the words which comports bet- 
ter with the hiſtory of the people they relate to, 
The word we render ſceptre, by the uſage of it, 
is a ſhoot, plant, or young tree, and as ſuch was 
either uſed as a ſtaff or ſtick to walk with, or to 
ſtrike and correct with; or as a handle to a dart or 
ſpear, which was made of a young ſhoot, the word 
ſignifying a young ſhoot z and on this account it 
very frequently ſignifies a tribe or family, the head 
of the tribe or family, carrying a ſtaff or young 


plant in his hand, being conſidered as a ſhoot from 


the old ſtem, and the ſtaff being the enſign of his 


| headſhip. The word then of itſelf doth not ſignify 


what we mean by ſceptre, which is an enſign of 
regal and ſupreme authority. There were twelve 


of theſe ſceptres under the kingdom of David; not 


one of which, except that which David himſelf 
held, ccd be a ſceptre in our ſenſe of the word: 
but each of them was a ſtaff, the enſign of the tribe. 
The word tranſlated laugiver bids fairer indeed to 


imply ſomething of regal and legiſlative authority, 


it being ſo often uſed for the laws and ſtatutes of 
God, from a verb, which ſignifies to engrave, mark 
out, delineate, ſo order and appoint : and in that 
part of ſpeech it is in the text, ſignifies the perſon 
who orders and commands, or epſign of dignity he 
held in his hand, it being a ſtaff of authority; and 
itſelf no doubt engraved, marked, or decorated with 
ſome expreſſive figures, and emblematical ſigns _ 
upon it. They have conſtrued it /awgiver where= 
ever it occurs, and applied it to the perſon of the 
head or chief of the tribe; when, as the other word 
does, it ſeems neceſſarily to mean the en/ign he held 
in his hand; and ſo the I almoſt compels us 
*- to 


1141 
to underſtand it in one text more, viz. Numb. xxi. 
18. The princes digged the well; the nobles of 
the people digged it, PENIYWHA PPRDA, with 
the ſtaff, with their ſtick.” This enſign which they 
held in their hand, and on which they leaned, [as 
the word I render tick, and the Engliſb tranſlation 
ftaves, does ſignify] was the inſtrument they digged 
the well or ſpring; of life with, when their foul was 
fainting in them for thirſt in the wilderneſs. Moſes 
and Aaron {mote the rock with their rod, Exod. 
xvii. 35. Take with thee of the elders of T/rael, 
« and thy rod —and thou ſhall ſmite the rock, and 
ic there ſhall come water out of it.” It is well 
known that this was a "great myſtery, which St. 
Paul unfolds, when he tells us that this rock was 
Chriſt, who was [mote by the elders of Jſrael, and 
from whom then flowed the ſpring of eternal life ; 
and the infidelity of thoſe elders who {mote the 
rock here, was recorded as a prediction of the in- 
fidelity and hardneſs of heart in thoſe elders who 
{mote the great antity pe himſelf. It is plain how- 
ever, that both the Hebrew words above relate to 
this ſtaff, rod, or ſceptre, in the hand of Moſes, 
and with which he ſmote the rock. And ſo in the 
propheſy under conſideration, it may mean the 
enſign the lawgiver or head of the tribe carried in 
his hand, and not the perſon himſelf. 
„A lategiver ſhall not depart from between the 
& feet of Judab,“ is a very odd expreſſion, and 
what has given an occaſion to abundance of con- 
jectures. If you conſtrue it as grammar and autbo- 
rity will juſtify us, | | 
The ſtaff ſhall not depart from between the 
feet of Judab, the ſenſe is very obvious, be- 
cauſe the bottom of a ſtaff is naturally between the 
feet of him who leans on the top of it, and ſo it 
deſcribes a judge or magiſtrate with his badge of 
authority between his feet, and leaning or reſting 
: | his 
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his hand on the top of it, as ſitting in judgment, 
or attending in a court of juſtice. This is explained 


by the editors of Mr. Hutchinſon's works, in a note 


vol. 7. p. 171. edit. Hodges. This does not im- 

ly that a natural-born Few, or one deſcended from 
the thigh or loins of Judab, as the LXX and Latin 
verſions have made ſome people think, ſhould be a 
ſupreme magiſtrate, or legiſlator to the tribe of Ju- 
dab till Shiloh came, and the Gentiles confeſſed his 
name; only that 7udab ſhould be a tribe, be a 
body politick, a government z ſhould have thoſe 
who ſhould execute the laws among them, ſhould 
continue a people governed by laws executed by 
governors over them, till the Meſſiah ſhould come, 
and the nations ſhould fubmit to him. This is all 
the propheſy ſays, and this was fulfilled in the tribe 
of Judab, and in that tribe only of all the ſons of 
Jacob. They continued a {ſeparate body of people 
in their captivity, returned, and had the admini- 
ſtration of law and juſtice among them, were a 


tribe, and ſo had a ſtaff, rod or ſceptre, between 


their feet, till the deſtruction of Feruſalem ; ſince 
which time they have been vagabonds, without 
God, without king, temple, laws, homes, com- 
mon ſenſe, or common honeſty in the world. We 
have no occaſion to faddle this or any other pro- 
pheſy with difficulties of our own making; the 
Jeus have ſtarted all the Malice of the devil could 
ſuggeſt to them, and confounded themſelves and us 
ſo much, that we have groped at noon as in the 
midſt of darkneſs, and been for ages diſputing 
about the -moſt obvious phraſes imaginable. What 
plainer words could the prophet have uſed, or un- 
der what more natural and appoſite figure could he 
have deſcribed the continuance of the magiſtracy to 
them, than this which places the perſon before our 
eyes in the exerciſe of his authority? There are 
many inſtances in ſcripture, where the plaineſt __ 

ave 
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have made the greateſt diſputes from the cauſes 
above-mentioned. Give me leave to mention a 
few, which tho? ſo extremely obvious in themſelves, 
have occaſioned the writing of more volumes than . 
there are letters in the words. 

The firſt I ſhall refer to is that important text, 
Gen. iii. ult. which tho' a key to the whole bible, 
and the deſign of the important hieroglyphick it 
ſpeaks of be ſo plainly expreſſed, by telling us it 
was placed there to keep or preſerve a way to the 
tree of the living ones, is by the tranſlators and Jew- 
ih comments underſtood only to be a ſcare-crow, 
AM and to fet two immortal ſpirits with one flaming 
i} ſword between them in their hands, as guards over 
a fruit-tree ; a literal and grammatical conſtruction 
of the words opens their ſenſe at once, Gad placed 
« (and dwelt in) at the entrance of the garden of 
Eden, the | image of the great ones, and a flame 
«of fire rolling in upon itſelf.— in perpetual cir- 
culation, as fire confined within a dark cloud ne- 
ceſſarily muſt, and as it perpetually does at the fur- 
nace of the ſun. From hence we learn that this 
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the holy of holies, the reſidence of God on earth, 
as wall. as his preſence, ſubſtitute, and oracle. Its 
importance appears not only, from its uſe, and ſitu- 


ones, but from the vaſt care the great ones them- 
ſelves have taken to give mankind a true notion of 
it, and preſerve that knowledge to us; it was by 
God himſelf given to Adam; the pattern of it was 
by God himſeli ſhewn to Moſes in the mount. David 
was made to fee all the particulars of it by the hand 
of God upen him, that he might miſtake in no one 
circumſtance, among which was the chariot of 
c the cherubim that ſpread out their wings, and co- 
<< wered the ark of the covenant of the Lord. The 
fire burning in a cloud of darkneſs was this chariot, 
as 


as J AA A oo Ann dS on 


was that ſacred imagery, which was the furniture of 


ation on the ark, and in the holy place of the holy 
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D 
as we learn from many parts of ſcripture; and par- 
ticularly from Ezekiel, to whom this, the origin, 
and moſt exact, and moſt important of all hiero- 
glyphicks, was again revealed from heaven, and 
exhibited in ſeveral vans of God. He tells us as 
Moſes does, that a great cloud, and a fire within fold- 


ing, catching itſelf, or turning back in upon itſelf, 


was the appendage, equipage, and chariot of this 
repreſentative of God ; in the midſt of which as 
from a throne of fire they ſhewed their myſtical per- 
ſons, glory, and power. So great was the import- 
ance of this hieroglyphick that the workman was in- 
ſpired with wiſdom from above, that he might ex- 
actly copy out the pattern given him. So great was 
the honour God had ſtamped upon it, that ſeventy 

thouſand were at one time ſtruck dead for con- 
temptuouſly, or too irreverently looking in upon it; 
and the blood of the ſacrifices was of no avail, not 
being accepted as an atonement till the whole had 
been ſanctified by ſprinkling it ſeven times before 


the faces of this figure. St. Paul calls it the cheru- 
bim of glory, and ranks it among the patterns of the 


things in the heavens above; and yet ſome now-a- 
days have the preſumption to treat it as a thing of 


nought, and not worthy their inquiry into; only 


becauſe the text is partly not tranſlated, and partly 
mil-tranſlated. | 

W hat inquiries have we had about the ſons of He- 
ber, whom Shem, Gen. x. 21, is called the father 
of? They have miſtaken a name of character for a 
perſonal one. Noab when he awoke from that di- 
vine dream mentioned in the preceding chapter, 
and which they have made a fit of drunkenneſs of, 


declared, bleſſed be the Lord God of Shem, and fo 


gave the b/e/ſing to him in preference to his two elder 
brethren ; and foreſeing, fore-warned Canaan of, his 
future apoſtaſy and corruption; and the conſe- 
quences of it in a ſtate of dependance he 11270 

4 | we 
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Hive in, under Shem firſt; then under 7aphet, bow- 


ing down firſt to the one, and then to the other, as 


his Lord in temporals and ſpirituals both. Shem 
being thus appointed head of the church, and the 
circumſtances of the times requiring the holy family 
to live in tents as ſtrangers, and pilgrims, upon earth, 
declaring plainly that they ſought a better country, 
and a city whoſe builder and founder is God; on this 
account Shem 1s called in brief, the father of all the 


children of pilgrimage, or of all the pilgrims , for 7 


Heber, in Hebrew, ſignifies. a paſſenger, traveller, 
ſojourner, or pilgrim: a like miſtake to this we 
meet with, Numb. xxiv. 17, ſpeaking of the per- 
ſons of the oppoſite character to thele children of 
Shem ; they were ſons of peace, and to be built u 

in Chriſt ; the other are the ſons of war, children of 
diſobedience, and to be deſtroyed, or caſt down.— 
« A ſceptre ſhall riſe out of Jrael, and ſhall ſmite 
<« all the princes of Moab, and deſtroy all the ſons of 
% war, or children of oppoſition, for ſo Seth ſig- 
nifies ; they that oppoſe, ſet themſelves againſt an- 
other. There is ſcarce a propheſy that mentions 
the coming of the Meſſiah, but what gives ſome 
hint of the judgments of God which ſhould fall upon 
thoſe who oppoſe him; a ſure and certain ſign that 
he will one day deſtroy all that oppoſe his kingdom 
on earth. Pſal. Ixxxvii. after celebrating Zion as the 
city of God, the city in which the glorious things 


were to be ſpoken or manifeſted, in the laſt verſe 


ſays, and the princes ſhall be as dead men, h 5d, 
all that oppreſs, or oppoſe, in thee, i. e. in Zion. 
David ſpoke the pſalm when he laid the founda- 
tion of his buildings on mount Zion, of the city of 
God, and temple of the body of Chriſt, which ftood 
there; and declares that all oppoſition ſhould: fall 
before them. The Greet has not made ſenſe of the 
pſalm, and later verſions copy too cloſely after it, 
to let us into the true ſenſe, or any tolerable ſenſe, 
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of it. But a more remarkable inſtance of the crimi-· 
Hal c «i 77 of the following tranflators to the 
prece ing 'bnes cannot be given, than the'ftory®of 
Babel affords us; here one of the moſt interefting 
pieces of hiſtory in ſcripture, is thrown intirely into 
Gal thet by the mis-rranſlation of two words, and 
ſorntthing ſo unaccountably filly on every ſide pre- 
ſettted to us in the room of it, that the whole ftore- 
houſe Of Jewiſh reveries can hardly parallel. A caſtle 
in the A Ir, is a proverb; but a caſtle to reach to 
heaven; t0loſ its head in the tegions above, as if 
man tould literally exalt bis throne above the ftars 'of 
Gra, told, dſetnd above the height of the tlouds, and 
bt eg oft higb, is neither a matter of 1 
t poſſible ſuccels. A thought'rhis,” that 

ly indeed, be 


1 Able of entertziging; g ward A all the 


wifdotm and experience of the old world attempts 
it, and God fnimſelf is repreſented as afraid, or jea- 
loan: of the ſucceſs, which, is the e plus 9 5 of 
abſurdity. Take this part of ſcripture 0 it ſtands, 
and it tells us, that they buik a tower, to make an 
altar of its top for the heavens, the obj ect of the 
worſhip of the whole world at laſt. Aft hiſtbry ſa- 
cred” and prophane, that enters into the: remoter 


times, informs us what they worſhiped for God, 


in what” manner, and in whar places. Thie. records 
of hiſtory, of the hieroglyphics, of the ceremo- 
prove that 
the air, or heavens, was their God, and the tops of 
their beſt and higheſt buildings, as well as natural 
eminences, were their altars; as this attempt at 
Babel robbed God of his glory, and men of their 
hope, their confidence in God, and of his love and 
protection, and gave them up captives to Saran, 
to be hurried whereſoever the! ſpirit of deluſion 
Mould carry them; God comes Sod in mercy to 
defeat the attempt, confound the project, and put 
* in che power of faith and religion, to Keep their 
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ground, which it was impoſſible they ſhould with- 
out the immediate interpoſition of the God of hea- 
ven. It is man's happineſs, not his own ſafety, 
God is jealous for. It is the prince of the power of 
the air, the ſpirit that worked in the children of 
diſobedience, that God came to oppoſe, and not a 
project that would neceſſarily in a fe months de- 
feat itſelf; and it was the confeſſion of apoſtates, not 
the language of the people he came down to confound, 
and caſt out of their mind. It is not to be denied, 
nor is it, that the expreſſion, and its top int, 
for tbe beavens, or on the account of the heavens, 
may mean dedicated to them; nor is it to be de- 
nied that lip and tongue are different things; and | 
yet with what ſanctimonious ſhrugs, and grave for- 
bidding looks is: the dangerous novelty received, 
which robs the bible of ſuch. a heap of contradictions 
and abſurdities, and opens a point of that conſe- 
quence to us, as the origin, nature, extent, and 

/// ᷣͤJ;,ĩð⅛ů XA 
But aſking the reader's pardon for leading him 
ſuch a rambling chace, we will return to the pro- 

— P ˙ i 093, 1 
The rod or tribeſbip ſhall not be removed from 
&« Judah, nor the ſtaff from between his feet till 
« Shiloh come, the learned Mede connects the 
next words, and the gathering of the nations be 
ce to him, with the part of the ſentence preced- 
ing; and ſo the R ſays, that the original 
conſtitution of Judah into a tribe, and the admini- 
ſtration of law and juſtice among them, ſhould 
continue till the Me/iab ſhould have raiſed himſelf 
another church, another kingdom on earth; or to 
ſpeak in the metaphor that follows, till he ſhould 
have raiſed himſelf another vineyard. There ſeems 
no reaſon to diſpute this, the text may be conſtrued 
to ſay it, and the conſtruction is ſtrictly grammati- 
cal; and ſo long was Judab a people. And will 
not Grammar likewiſe oblige us to go farther, and 
= LE connect 
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connect the next words alſo with them, or to refer 
the next words to the nations who ſhould be ga- 
thered to the Miſſiab, and not to the Meſiab him- 
ſelf? I ſhould think ſo, becauſe hp, is the plural 
of DN, in regimine. The words as they ſtand are, 

« Binding his fole unto the vine, and his aſs's: 
< colt unto the choice vine.“ What this means 
has not been ſhewn with any certainty, gueſſes 
have been made; the aſs being a beaſt-of burthen, 
ſome have thought it meant that the aſs ſhould be 
tied to the vine whilſt they loaded it with the fruit, 
and ſo that Judab ſhould live in a. country ſtored 


with vines; this muſt be allowed to be forced, and 


to require a great deal of ſupplemental comment; 
here is not a word of load ing or carrying away, it 
only ſpeaks of tying the aſs to the vine, as if it was 
to browſe upon the vine. The ſons of Jacob knew 


they were to inherit Canaan, as well as we know 


they did ſo; and needed there a revelation from 
heaven to let them know that Canaan, a land they 
were ſo converſant with, was 'a land of olive yards 
and vineyards? A literal conſtruction will again 
help us here. JL TOS cp 
The word rendered fole or young aſs, comes from 
a word which ſignifies to pour or empty out, and is - 


often uſed to the ſpreading and flouriſhing of trees, 


with what propriety wants no ſhewing ; BNR, ren- 
dered his aſs, may alſo be rendered his knife, or 
pruning boot; NR, is conſtrued ſometimes a plow- 
ſhate or ſpade ; ſometimes a ſcythe or ſickle ; vomer, 
ligo, falx, where it is uſed with NW IND, a plow- 
ſhare, and ſo cannot be tranſlated a plowſhare itſelf, 
it is conſtrued a plow, ſpade, or c. but by the 
antitheſis, 7/ar. ii. 4, is certainly ſome ſort of cut- 
ting knife; Beat their ſwords into, [not plow- 
ſhare*s or ſpades, but cuiting-knives, which a ſword 
would make, but could hardly ſupply metal enough 
for a ſpade or plowſhare] and their ſpears into 
AE D 2 _ 5 praning 
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« pruning» hooks; To bind. or tie up a: vine is a 


proper term of huſpandry, the vines in vipeyards 


ing tied up to ſakes that ſupport them. The 
fons of bis knife, is a bebrgiſm for cuttings, or young 


plants. Every thing is called @ ſon of that it more 


immediately comes from, or depends upon, under 
whoſe care it is Built up. I need not cite the texts to 
prove that the bouſe of Iſrael was ihe ae of «the 
Lord f beſts; and the men of Judab his pleaſant 


Plant. This figure is ſo frequently uſed in the Old 


and New-teſtament both, that there is nothing new. 


or ſtrange. in ſuppoſing the old patriarch to ſpeak in 
the ſame language, and predict God's letting out his 
vineyard to other buſbandmen, when the time ſhould 
come that the tenants ſhould ſeize on the heir, and 
kill him, and think to keep the inheritance to them- 
ſelves. The church is the vineyard, and the branches 
are the peculiar care of God the huſpandman; they 
are ibe ſons of his knife, which if they bear fruit be 
purgeth, prunes or cuts them, that they may bring forth 
more fruit. Judab had had the management of this 
vineyard, and the thing up of the branches of the 
vines; but Jai. Ixi. 5. hence forward, & the ſons of 
the alien ſhall be your vine-dreſſers. This is 


What, as J apprehend, the part of the text before us, 


predicts likewiſe, . 
Etill Shilob come, and the gathering of the 
nations be to him who ſnall tie up (/o cultivate 
„ and raiſe) into flouriſhing vines, and choice 
ſpreading trees, the ſans of his pruning hock,“ 
or his choſen branches, his cuttings, or young 
plants. The next words are. 1 
He waſhed his garments in wine, and his 


clothes in the blood of the grape.” It is not ex- 


Preſſed ſo that you muſt neceſſarily conſtrue it, he 
Waſded, for the word ſhould have been tranflated 
waſhing ; and as in Engliſh, may be fingular or plu- 
cal, according to the context. Then, 
ie | e Waſhing 


- 


1 1. : 
* « e ts their garments. in wine, and clothes 
« in the 0 of the grape,“ will be ſpoken of the 
nations, Who. were now to be the labourers i in God's 
vineyard 3. and if 15 be rightly tranſlated, that their 
_ garments: ſhould be waſhed in wine, and that means 
making them clean with wine, which one would 
thin muſt be what is meant by waſbing them; no 
doubt but wine, ſome. how or other is uſed as a 
cleanſer, and purifier of cloth. Cloaths, of the ha- 
bit they wore, -Was 75 a figure of the habit of 
the mind, and in many of the ty pes was conſidered 
as the body itſelf, the old man, which is to be 
cleanſed, Pub aff, new made, changed and made 
like ynto Chhriſi's glorious body. Aaron's garments, 
and his ſons, were to be hallowed by being ſprinkled 
with the anginting oyl and blood. Eccleſ. ix. 8. 
« Let thy garments be always white.” Nev. iii. 
4. Have not defiled their garments, and they 
ee ſhall walk with me in white.” vii. x4. 4 Have 
& waſhed their robes, and made them white in the 
« blood of the Lamb.“ At the transfiguration, our 
Lord's © raiment became ſhining, exceeding white as 
« ſnow, ſo as 10 fuller on earth can white them. 3 
If the fuller uſed wine, or any preparation of wine 
to whiten his cloth, the meaning of Jacob will be 
the ſame with that of the other prophets, who un- 
der the emblem of garments, dilcribe the innocence, 
purity, holineſs, glory, and immortality, ' which are 
purchaſed for us by the blood of Cbriſt, of which 
blood, wine was always a figure or type. Waſhing 
clean, and making white, their garments with wine, 
and clothes with the blood of the grape, implies 
they ſhould wear thoſe garments which were typi- 
caliy cleanſed, and made white, and conſequently 
enjoy the honour and privileges they were inveſted 
with, who did wear them. The anointing oil, that 
Was to ſanctify the garments of Aaron, and all the 
holy veſſels | in the temple. Exod, xxx, 25, & = 
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is p conditura, a compound mixed up after the 
art of the apothecary, as it is tranſlated. Cant. 
viii. 2. ſpeaks of p h, ſpiced wine; or a mix- 
ture of ſpices and aromatic ingredients; I wilt 
« cauſe thee to drink of the aromatic wine; with * 
4 the wine of my pomegranate.” Cant. v. 12 
* Come into my garden my ſiſter, my ſpouſe; I 
ec have gathered my myrrhe with my ſpice; I have 
« eaten my honey with my honeycombs ; I have 
« drunk my wine with my », fat. And 
Prov. ix. 2. ** Wifdom—has killed her beaſts.'““ 
7. e. offered her facrifices, or made ready her fat, 
«© She has mingled her wine.” This mixture of 
the niceſt ſpices is called wine, we fee; and there 
ſeems to have been two ſorts, one to be drunk, and 
one to typically Ballot, cleanſe, or whiten the robes 
of the high-pricſt, and of his ſons with. Jacob may 
ſpeak of the ſpice wine to hallow the ſacerdotal robes 
with, when he fays, e + 
« They fhall waſh their garments in wine, and 
<« clothes in the blood of grapes, or berries ; and 
of the rich ſpiced wine the church gives to her 
lover, Cant. viii. 2. PR os | | 
Their eyes ſhall be red (91HgN) with wine ;** 
they ſhall be filled with it, warmed, elevated with 
it ; their eyes ſhall ſparkle with it; their ſpirits be 
raiſed, and find that new life and vigour, chearful- 
nefs and alacrity, which wine inſpires us with. It 
is ſaid in the parable of Jotbam, that wine chears 
God and man; and in the P/alms, that it makes glad 
the beart of man; and when drunk in the temple, 
was drunk, as we drink it at the Lord's-ſupper, in 
a ſacramental or typical view, with regard to the 
ſpiritual benefits which the worthy receiver partook 
of with it. Few people are weak enough to ima- 
gine that /aac, Gen. xxvii. 25. eat of his ſon's ve- 
niſon, and drank of his wine, before he propheti- 
cally bleſſed him, as common food, or to Pw 
i is 


WIN Y 


his meer appetite 3 it was preparatory. to the inſpi- 
ration of the Holy Spirit: He ſaid, bring it near 


« to me, and I will eat of my ſon's veniſon, that 
« my ſoul may bleſs thee.” That Tſaac was inſpi- 


red NM he did bleſs Jacob, is out of all diſpute; 


he cats then of the ſavoury meat, and drinks of the 
wine, that his ſoul might bleſs him by the guidance 
and direction of heaven: And he brought it near 
<« to him, and he did eat; and he brought him 
«. wine, and he drank: and his father Jſaac ſaid 
« unto him, Come near now, and kiſs me, my ſon; 
« and he came near and kiſſed him: and he ſmell- 
« ed the ſmell of his raiment.” Jacob had now 
on the raiment of. defire, ver. 1 5. on which the aro- 


matic wine, or holy anointing ſpicy mixture was 


ſprinkled. Again, ſomething more ſurely than 
common refreſhment was meant and given, when 
Melchiſedeck brought forth bread and wine to Abra- 


bam, and bleſſed him, as he returned from the 


laughter of the kings. Wine, Deut. xxxii. 32, 33. 
ſtands for religion itſelf; Their vine is of the vine 
6 of Sadom, and of the fields of Gomorrab; their 
grapes are grapes of gall; their cluſters are bit- 


„ ter. Their wine is the poiſon of adders, and the 


« cruel venom of aſps. Their wine inſpired no- 
thing but fury, rebellion againſt God, malice and 
„ e 3 but God's wine gave ſtrength to the 
weary, chearfulneſs to the bitter in ſoul ; a me 
heart, joy, and peace, which are the fruits of inno- 
cence, and the ordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
„Come drink of the wine I have mingled, ſays 
*« Wiſdom ; forſake the fooliſh and live, and go in 
<< the way of underſtanding.” J/as. lv. 1. Come 
66 ye, buy wine and milk without money and with- 
cout price—let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs.“ 
It is plain in the general what was meant by the 
the ſacred wine, and the benefits expected from it. 
Moſes, xxxii. * ſpeaks in the ſame language with 
: Jacob; 
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14 1 
ow; Moſer fays; He made him eck honey 
ie out of the rock with fat of latnds-Land thou 
<< 'didft drink the pure blood of the grape.“ Jacoß 


| fays, His eyes ſhonld be red with wine, and teeth 


* white with Jai, and no doubt both had the fatne 


meaning. The uſe of the type and ſpfrirtral blef- 


fings were to go together; the one impfied the 
other; as we find: that wine was preparatory to the 


| inſpiration of the Holy Spitit, and" drank when 


they waited for the eters or ber en, and gui- 


dante of God on great emergeneict, nich! 18 very 


plai on the transfer of the birthrigh t from Eſau to 
Jacob, it is not unreaſonabſe to 25 dſe, that it was 


with this view Noah Urank wine, Gen. ix. 21. He 


had the whole earth to divide among his ſons, the 


bounds of the habitations of all mankind to ſettle; 
_ 2 great: work; and on which ſo much depended, - 


and therefore conſults God in a dream, one of the 
moſt common and uſuaF ways of conſulting God. 

He drank of the wine.“ Tt is not neceſſary to con- 
ſtrue the next words to ſay be was drink, but that 
he drank till he felt the effects and influence of the 
wine upon him, which may be done without a cri- 

minaf exceſs, or being drunk; and ſo they tranſ- 
late the word, Gen. xliii. 34. They drank and 
<« .wete merry. „ 80 again, Hag. I. 6G. Fe have 
* fown much, and bring in little.;' ye eat but have 

«© not enough; ye drink, but are not Flled wit 
© drink” Here it is evident the word «doth not 
mean drunkenneſs ; Te drink, but are not filled” 
« or ſatisfied wirbt what you drink.” It could be 
no curſe upon them not to be drank. Cant. v. 1. 

«Fat, O friends, drink, yea drink abundantly, O 
<< beloved;” hardly Meaning, drink and get drunk, 

bur drink to cheerfulaeſs; and the words may fairly 


be tranſlated. e took of the wine and did drink, 


which ve tranſlate he drank, and which gives the 
il W to the next words, ſignifies to place, put, 
or 


„ 
or ſet before a gueſt victuals or drink. But Noah 
was uncovered, as if difordered with liquor, and 
had rolled in his ſleep. Let any one conſider the 
great and important events, changes, and revolu- 
tions which Noab faw in this dream, and he will 
not wonder at the diforder he was in : ſuppoſe him 
to ſee the apoſtacy of Babel, the wickedneſs and 
corruption of Canaan, human ſacrifices, the moſt 
unnatural luſts ſanctified with the name of religion, 
and made acceptable to their gods; could a father, 
a chriſtian, a prophet help ſtarting at ſuch ſights, 
and not feel all the agonies which ſurpriſe, grief, 
and anger, in their utmoſt height, could throw him 


into? And then how glorious-a ſight muſt it be to 


him, to ſee the light of the goſpel ariſe and diſpel 


the thick darkneſs the whole world lay in, and 


mankind reſcued out of the jaws of deſtruction; 
reſtored not only to Humanity, but to the image of 


God himſelf, when there ſeemed no hope, no poſ- 
ſibility of it? All this the prophet muſt ſee, be- 


cauſe he predicts it. He predicts the paſſing of the 
birthright from Ham and Faphet to Shen ; but God 
never forſook any people till their abominable prin- 
ciples and practices rendered it impoſſible he ſhould 
hold any intercourſe with them. Next he predicts 
the curſed ſtate of Canaan, and his ſlavery to his 
brethren. He predicts the calling of Japbet into 
the church, and taking poſſeſſion of the tents of 
Sher ; or in other words, the rejection of the Fews, 
and calling of the Gentiles ; while Canaan ſtill con- 
tinues the ſlave of Faphet, as heretofore of Shem. 
Noab was Mleep in the [not Bis] tent, or tabernacle 
of God, where they ſlept for inſpired dreams, and 
in the courts of which they drank the ſacred wine, 
They that have brought it together ſhall drink it 
ein the courts of my holy plate.” Ifai. Ixii. 9. Aud 


Noah awoke from his wine, which was the typical 


means of procuring the information from God, and 
E Ene vu 
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knew what his petit fils, or grandſon, had done unto. 


bim, and be ſaid curſed will be Canaan, a ſervant 


of ſervants will he be unto bis brethren ; as Facob 
ſays of Judab, thy father's children ſball bow down to 
thee ; ſo Noah ſays of Canaan, that he ſhall bow 
down to both his brethren, firſt to S m, whom Ja- 
phet was to bow down to; then to Japhet, who had 
himſelf bowed down to Sem; lo Canaan was a ſer- 
vant to one who had himſelf been a ſervant, and ſo 
a ſervant of ſervants. ** And he ſaid, bleſſed be the 
&« Lord God of Sbem, which was giving the birth- 
right to Shem, and with whom it continued till 
Chriſt came; and all that would come to God in 
the mean time muſt come thro* Shem, or acknow- 
ledge that /alvation was of the eus“ and Canaan 


«© ſhall be his ſervant.” That Canaan was when Fo- 
ſhua conquered them, and that they were in the ſpi- 


ritual ſenſe, when the apoſtles, the ſons of Sbem, 
brought them to acknowledge the Lord God of 
Tſrael, and to bow down to Chriſt the heir of Shem.” 


« God ſhall enlarge Japbet, or as it is in the ori- 


ginal, God ſhall entice, catch by guile, Japhet, or 
the beguiled ones ; out-wit the deceiver, and catch 
loſt man by thoſe very means that ſatan thought to 
put it out of the power of heaven itſelf to recover 
them; © and he ſhall dwell in the tents of Shem,” 


who is now caſt out of the tents of God, a vagabond 


like Cain, while Zaphet or Europe has the light of 


the goſpel among them, and ſo dwell in thoſe tents 


or tabernacles of God, which had been in the poſ- 
{ſeſſion of Sem, and his poſterity, for ſo many 
years, as from Noab to Chriſt. The laſt clauſe of 
this extenſive propheſy is, and Canaan ſhall be 
Japbet's lervant.” After Faphet ſhould be got into 
the poſſeſſion of the tents of Sem, Canaan is to be 
his ſervant 3 Carthage was a colony of Canaan, them 
the Romans conquered, as they did all the remains 
of Canaan in Afia ; but Fapbet was not yet got into 

"= 


[27] 

he poſſeſſion of the temple of God, nor was Shem 
ejected. —** Japbet ſhall dwell in the tents of Shem 
firſt, and then Canaan ſhall be his fervant.” Japbet 
is now, and has for many years dwelt in theſe tents ; 
but where is Canaan to ſerve him ? Canaan ſignifies 
a merchant or trader, and trade carried that people 
to the height of worldly ſplendor, and to the utmoſt 
bounds of the earth. They filled Africa and Europe 
with their colonies, and ſubſiſt now only in a body in 
America. This part of the text, therefore, predicts 
the conqueſts of that new world by Europe; and 
conſequently their receiving the laws and religion of 
the conquerors. They have for ſome years borne the 
yoke of ſervitude, have been baptized in blood, and 
are now in a fair way of receiving the goſpel; and 
may poſſibly, nay moſt certainly will, recover their 
liberty, and it is to be hoped the purity of the goſ- 
pel with it; liberty and learning enabling them to 
diſcern truth from falſehood, and ſeparate the coun- 
terfeit drugs, which the ſeveral importers of this 
healing medicine, this pretious ointment have mixt 


up with it. I have but juſt touched upon the out- 


lines of this comprehenfive propheſy, and which 
they who attend to the ſcripture language, will ſee 
J have not ſtrained, in order to account for Noah's 
being uncovered in his ſleep, and to ſhew that he 
might drink wine as preparatory to a prophetic 
dream ; and that he was not drunk with wine, where- 
in was exceſs, but inſpired by the Holy Spirit, when 
ſuch great things were revealed to him, and which it is 


moſt certain no human foreſight could have informed 


him of. He ſaw theſe things in that dream, and 
therefore it could be no fit of drunkenneſs, or the 
great events he predicts the effects of a father's curſe 
denounced in a peeviſh froward humour ; nor have 
I wandered from my ſubje&, becauſe it helps to 
prove that under the phraſes of having zheir eyes 
made red with wine, and teeth white with fat, is 
E 2 predicted 
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predicted the opening a new the communication be- 


ſpoke, were loſt to, not only all ſenſe of religion, 


God became after this his prophets and prieſts, 
heirs of God, and coheirs with Cbriſt, who is that 
ſon of Shem in whom all the bleſſings of God are 
centered; and the two words wine and fat compre» 
hend all that was typical of thoſe bleſſings; all their 
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14. Butter of kine, and fat of ſheep, with fat of 
& lambs, and rams of the bread of Baſban, and 
e goats with the fat of the grains of wheat, and 
te thou didſt drink the pure blood of the grape.“ 
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goeth under this word fat or faineſs in a word, all 
the riches of the goodneſs of God, and all is trans- 
ferred by the patriarch from Judah, to the gentile 
world, as it was by Neah from Ham to Shem, and 
from Shem to Japbet and Cangan, and in our Lord's 
parable from the elder brother to the younger. The 
reception of this loſt fon is expreſſed in the ſame 
language as that of Jacob's“ The father ſaid to 
his ſervants, bring forth the beſt robe, and pur 

it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and ſhoes 
on his feet, and bring hither the fatted calf, and 
* kill it, and let us eat and be merry“ This is 


* 


wearing the garments hallowed with the mixed 


cc 
cc 


white with the fat. They ſhall come and ſing in 
* the height of Sion, and ſhall flow together to the 
* goodneſs of the Lord for wheat, and for wine, 
and fer oil, and for the young of the flock, and 

of the herd—and I will ſatiate the ſoul of the 
prieſts with fatneſs, and my people ſhall be ſa- 
'<< tisfied with my goodneſs, ſays the Lord.” Jer. 
XXX1. 12—14. which is ſpeaking the ſame language 
he inſpired the patriarch with. | 


6 
cc 


The 


tween God and the gentile world; who, when Jacob 


but even of humanity but yet by the mercy of 


ſacrifices, offerings, and oblations, ſee Deut. xxxii. - 


Oil and all the richneſs which the earth produceth, 


wine, and having the eyes red with wine, and teeth 


. five of 
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DaxIiEL's Yeeks aſcer- 
tained, and the Text conſtrued, Chap. 
Ix. 23—27. 

TN ANI E L was praying for the reſtoration of 


the holy city, and temple of God, while 
the angel Gabriel was = to him to tell 


him, that the commandment of God came forth for 


that purpoſe at the beginning of his prayer. Jai. 
Iv. 11. God ſays, ** my commandment which goeth 
* out of my mouth, ſhall nor return unto me void, 
« but it ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe. 5 
The word or commandment of God for the reſto- 


ration of the Jews, did not return void, tho' it was 


os years before it fully accompliſhed that which 

it pleaſed God now to decree. It was in the firſt 
year of Darius the Mede that this commandment 
came forth. 

Ver. 1. In the firſt year of Darius—whiles I was 
" ſpeaking in prayer, the man Gabriel being 
* cauſed to flie ſwiftly, touched me. about the 
<« time of the evening ſacrifice, and he informed 
« me, and talked with me and ſaid, O Daniel — 

at the beginning of thy ſupplications the com- 
% mandment came forth; and I am come to 

„ ſhew it thee, for thou art beloved; therefore 
& underſtand (attend to) the matter, and conſider 
c the vion. ".--- 

Ver. 24. * Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people, and upon thy holy city.” 

This is generally taken to be the Whole of the 

time, to the coming of the Maſſiab, reckoning from 
the going forth of the commandment, whenſoever, 
which is the great diſpute, the commandment, the 
Zra is to ariſe from, did come forth. But it will 
be preſently proved that there is a miſtake here, 1525 

that 


aq] 
that the words rendered ſeventy weeks, can have no 
relation to that period of time, fo as to aſcertain i 
the number of years it ſhould conſiſt of. The word 
we render determined, occurs no where elſe in the 
bible; and if the LXX word &utuwnlnca, and 
Jerom s abbreviatæ, as Montanus's word for it, 
deciſæ, may be conſtrued, cut off, or ended; then 
ſeventy weeks muſt be rendered 
= ** The ſeventy weeks are determined (i. e. 8 
*« upon thy people, and upon thy holy city.“ They 
were to * ſerve Nebuchadnezzar and his ſon, and 
his /ens ſon, until the time of his land came.“ 
Fer. xxvii. 6. and Ch. xxvi. 11. Shall ſerve the 
% king of Babylon ſeventy years; and it ſhall come 
© to paſs when ſeventy years are accompliſhed, 
« that J will puniſh the King of Babylon, and that 
© nation, ſays the Lord.” So that the ſeventy 
years of the captivity were finiſhed at the taking of 
Babylon by Darius and Cyrus; and in the firſt year 
of Darius the word or commandment of God came 
forth accordingly for the reſtoration of the temple 
and city, the land having now paid its arrears of 
fabbatical years; to fulfil the word of the Lord 
„ by the mouth of Feremiab, until the land HN, 
« ſhould expiate, make good, her ſabbaths; all the 
<«. while it lay deſolate, it reſted, to fulfil ſeventy 
« years.” 2 Chron. xxxvi. 21. Every ſeventh year 
was to have been a year of reſt; as alſo every fif- 
tieth year over and above. They had. neglected 
this command, and forgotten the duties that de- 
pended upon it, and for this they were carried into 
captivity : This was predicted by Moſes, Lev. xxvi. 
34. Then ſhall the land expiate her ſabbaths, as 
long as it lieth deſolate, and ye be in your ene- 
* mies land; then ſhall the land reſt, and enjoy 
« her ſahbaths— becauſe it did not reſt in your ſab- 
„ baths, when ye dwelt upon it. Every ſabbath 
being one year in ſeven ; there were ſeventy of theſe 
ſevens, 
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I ſevens, or ſeventh years in arrear, to be expiated, or 
made good; and this may be what the angel ſays, 


1 
wp 
3 


« The ſeventy ſevenths, or ſabbaths, are finiſhed.*” 
The ſeventy years that were to atone for the neglect 
of obſerving every ſeventh year as a year of- reſt, 
and were a debt upon them and their country, 


which God would not forego the payment of, were 
2X juſt expired, when the angel came to Daniel, and 
tells him, chat God had juſt now, in the courſe of 


his providence, began to prepare for their return, 
and the rebuilding of his people and temple, in or- 
der to introduce the laſt great ſcene he was to act 


with that people; the birth, ſufferings, and death 


of the Meſſian. 


It is true that e ſignifies 
both weeks and ſeventy. The plural of ſeven is ſe- 
vens; but in Hebrew the plural of yaw, when uſed 
as a numeral ſtands for ten ſevens, as three, four, &c. 
in the plural, are tens of them, thirty, forty, &c. 
And. yaty ſpeaking of days is a week, becauſe a 
week is an aggregate of ſeven days, and ſo in the 

lural is uſed for two or more weeks; and the 
word, tho* uſed for ſeventy and for weeks, pro- 
perly ſignifies only ſevens ; and is uſed for ſeventy 
and for weeks, becauſe they are ſevens ; and every 
ſeven years being to have bath ſanctified by Keep- 
ing holy the laſt of them, and there having been as 
many ſeven years unhallowed, as required ſeventy 


years continued reſt to make good, theſe, I ſay, 


may be the ſeventy ſevens the angel ſpeaks of, as 
now finiſhed, which in reality they juſt then were. 
But if the word we render determined, and- which 
occurs but once in the bible, may not be conſtrued 
finiſhed, but decreed or allotted to them, then the 
ſeventy ſevens determined upon them muſt look for- 
ward, referring to the time to come, and might 
mean many ſevens, a ſeries of. them, without ſay- 
ing how many; and I would tranſlate the words 
thus : CO | | 

« Sev ens, 


| [ 32] 
« Sevens, ſevens, are determined upon thy peo- 
« ple.” A form of ſpeaking like this we meet with, 
Gen. vii. 2. Thou ſhalt take unto thee yag 
& "wat, ſeven, ſeven,” meaning ſeven of each 
fort. And 1 Kings xviii. 13. © I hid them fifty, 
« fifty in a cave.“ And fo the text above will only 
ſay, that ſevens upon ſevens were allotted to them, 
without ſaying how many. oY 
to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to ſeal up fins, 
« and to make reconciliation for iniquity ; and to 
« bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal ur 
„the viſion, and prophet, and to anoint the Mof 
« Holy.” It is certain the captivity was to puniſh 
them for their ſins, and to put an end to them. Tt 
had this effect : they loſt at Babylon their language, 
their philoſophy, and their idols, ſo their idolatry 
in their captivity, © All the chief of the prieſts 
c and the people tranſgreſſed very much, after all 
e the abominations of the Heathen, and polluted 
the houſe of the Lord which he had hallowed in 
1 Jeruſalem therefore he brought upon them the 
„ king of the Chaldees.” 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14. Fer. 
xxv. and many other places. And Fer. xxiv. un- 
der the figure of good and bad figs, is repreſented 
the condition of them that went into captivity, and 
of them that ſtayed behind; ver. 3. Like theſe 
% good figs, fo will I acknowledge them that are 
e carried away captive of Judab, whom I have ſent 
<« out of this place into the land of the Chaldees for 
t their good: for I will ſet mine eyes upon them 
for good, and I will bring them again to this 
C lnd—and 1 will give them an heart to know me, 
e that I am the Lord, and they ſhall.be my peo- 
% ple, and I will be their God; for they ſhall re- 
* turn unto me with their whole heart.“ See allo 
chap. xxx, xxxi. And wherever their captivity al- 
moſt is mentioned, the good effect of it upon them 
is mentioned alſo, and promiſes given of the new 
| Covenant 
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righteouſneſs. that ſhould then dwell in their land; 


ſo that it might very well be ſaid, that the ſeventy 


ſevens of their captivity were to reſtrain their tranſ- 


ęgreſſion, and to ſeal their ſins; whether it mean to 


puniſh, or only to put an end to them, and /o 


matte reconciliation for iniquity, ſince the land was by 
it to expiate her ſabbaths, or atone for the neglect 


of them, and. to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
ſince they were to, have an heart given them to 
know. God, and they were to be his people, and 
he their God. For lo the days come, ſays the 


Lord, that I will bring again the captivity of my 


people J/rael and Fudab—they ſhall ſerve the 
© Lord their God, and David their king, whom 
« will raiſe up-unto them.“ It is this David, 


for whoſe ſake Daniel prays that their city and tem- 


ple might be rebuilt, ver. 17, of this chapter: 
« Cauſe. thy face to. ſhine upon thy ſanctuary, that 


f is deſolate for the Lord's ſate; and to ſeal up 
te viſion and the propbes; to fulfil what was ſeen 


ces for 


them 
o this 
V me, 
7 peo- 
all re- 
ee allo 
ity al- 

them 
e new 

Eenant 


by the prophet, Feremiab in viſions, and predicted 
by him; and to anoint the moſt boly, or holy of 
holies, to conſecrate the temple of God, that God 
according to promiſe might dwell amongſt them. 
But if this whole paragraph relate to the perſonal 


actions, ſufferings, and death, of the Meſſiah, b. 


which the great atonement was made for ſin, an 
mankind reconciled to God; it may ti}! be ſaid 


that God put an end to their captivity, and brought 


them back. into their on country, that thoſe great 
purpoſes of God might have their full accompliſh- 
ment, and that they may all be fulfilled ; God (ſays 
the angel to the prophet) has allotted you . 


upon ſevens of years; but he tells him not, in theſe 


words, how many years. preciſely there ſhould be 
to the coming of that great perſon on whom hang 
all the law and the prophets ; nor is there any time 

| or 


T1 


or zra_ marked out, from whence theſe /zventy | 


tweeks or ſevens, were to take their beginning. The 


£5th verſe indeed gives tbe ra of what is con- 
ſtrued, ſeven weeks, and threeſiore and two weeks, | 


but mentions not any fixed time for the beginning 
of the ſeventy weeks ; and therefore if the | ſeventy 


weeks muſt look forward, and mean 490 years to 
come, they muſt take their beginning from the 
time the angel was ſpeaking to him; but it is as 
Clear as any thing in chronology can be, that it was 
above fourſcore years more before the great atone- 
ment was made for our ſins by the cutting off of 


the Meſſiah. To go on with the text. 


l 


Ver. 25. Know therefore, and -obſerve, that I 
F© from the going forth of the commandment, to re- 


7 


« ſtore and to build Jeruſalem.” The learned dif- 
fer here, and ſome place the going forth of the com- 
mandment in the ſeventh year of Artaxerxes Longima- 
nus, above eighty years later than the command- 
ment of God, in the firſt of Darius, becauſe, no 


tc other commandment from the kings of Per/ia | 
to rebuild Jerzſalem, can poſſibly ſerve for the 
epoch of the ſeventy weeks, but this which was 


* 


o 


A 


given by this prince in the ſeventh year of his 


reign.” ſays the learned Mann, Chron, Diſſer. p. 
119. and that pious and uſeful writer, Dean Pri- 
eaux ſays as much, Hiſt. Connec. p. 380. edit. 10. | 
And I do not find that any of them have fixed upon 
the firſt of Darius for the epocha of this famous 


period of weeks; all of them beginning it from one 
of the decrees iſſued in favour of the Jews, by the 


Perfian kings. 


Now there were but four decrees or command- 
ments from the kings of Perfa, relating to the reſto - 


ration of Feru/alem in all. The firſt by Gras, in 
the firſt year of his reign, by virtue of which the 
Jews returned, and went as far in building their 


city and temple, as their poverty, ſmall number 85 4 
bk ; ; and 
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Their enemies 
from time to time put a ſtop to the building, and 
the Jews, by their intereſt in the Perfian court; obs 
tained freſh reinforcements of the decree of Cyrus 3 
one under Darius Hyſtaſpes; another by Ezra, in 


the ſeventh of Artaxerxes; and another by Nebe- 


miab, thirteen years afterwards, from the ſame Ar- 
zaxerxes; but there can be no reaſon given why 
theſe three laſt decrees ſhould be deemed the com- 
mandment to reſtore, and to build Feruſalem, one 
more than another of them. By virtue of the de= 
cree of Darius Hyſtaſpes, the temple was finiſhed 
and dedicated with great joy, Ezra vi. 5. but the 
oppoſition and intrigues of the Samaritans, and 
other enemies of the Jews, rendered this decree 
ineffectual; for we find that threeſcore years after- 


wards Feruſalem was almoſt deſolate, the temple 


ſervice neglected, the prieſts and levites fled to their 
ſeveral places, and the walls of the city in ruins, 
when Ezra obtains a commiſſion from Artaxerxes 
eto go up and enquire concerning Judab and Je- 
« ruſalem,”” Chap. vii. 14. and to ſet magiſtrates 


* 


and judges to judge, and to appoint teachers to 


c teach them that knew not the law of God ver. 
27. All this had been done before, under the de- 
cree of Darius Hyſtaſpes; and notwithſtanding this 
ample power given to Ezra, which is not one jot 
more than was given by Cyrus, and the Perfian Da- 
rius before, Ezra was not able to go through with 
the work; for thirteen years afterwards Nehemiah 
comes with another commiſſion, which ſeems to 
ſuperſede Exra's; which, however, conſtituted him- 
ſelf chief governor, and he finds the people in great 


affliction, the wall of Feru/alem broken down, the 


gates burnt with fire, and the temple ſervice in a 


great meaſure neglected, for want of a proper fund 


to ſupport the prieſts, and other attendants at the 


temple, with the neceſſary ſacrifices, all which Ne- 
F 2 bemiab 


[ 36 ] 
bemiab ſet in order, and in about thirty years com- 
pleated the great Work he came about: But what 
mark or token have we to know Ezra's commiſ- 
fion by, for the commandment to build Feruſalem, 
which will not take in either of the other three, 
particularly that of Cyrus? Here are four decrees, 
all of which have an equal title to be deemed 7he 
commandment, from the going forth of which the 
epoch was to. take its beginning ; and yet we are 
not told which we are to reckon from. We ſhould 
naturally take the firſt decree for that command- 
ment, when it is left at large, and fo would the 
learned gentlemen above, no doubt have done, 
could they have made it ſuit to their calculations. 
Now the angel telling Daniel, that at the beginning 
of his prayer the commandment came forth, and in 
the ſamie breath, that from the going forth of the 
commandment, he ſhould compute to the coming of 
the Meſſiah; this, I ſay, naturally leads one to 
make this the epoch of the prediction under conſide- 
ration. Now Babylon was taking Anno. P. F. 4175. 
See Dean Prideaux's Chron. Table, Frem hence 
lays the angel, 

* Unto the Mzſiah the prince ſhall be ſeven 
„ weeks, and threeſcore and two weeks the ſtreet 
„ ſhall be built again.” This as it ſtands is directly 
contradicted hy what follows, that the Meſfiab 
ſhould not be cut off till after threeſcore and two 
weeks; it muſt therefore be above ſeven weeks to 
him, unleſs he were to live near four hundred years 
before he was cut off. The EXX, and vulgate 
_ verſions vary from the text by inſerting one (and) 
more than there is in it, and read the words thus: 
From the going forth ef the commandment 

© to build Feruſalem, unto Chriſt the prince, are 
& ſeven weeks, and ſixty two weeks; and the 
 *+ fireet ſhall return and be built ;** which is tak- 
ing a ſtrange liberty with the text, and I ſuppoſe 
| has 
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has led commentators to put the ſeven weeles, and 
the ſixty two together, and make one period of fixty 
nine, as if it had been ſaid, - 1 

„ Unto Maſſiab the prince are ſixty nine weeks.“ 
It is a very unuſual way of ſpeaking to ſay ſeven and 


3 Ffixty two, when you mean ſixty nine; and I dare 


ſay not to be parallePd in ſcripture, or, perhaps, any 
other book, nor will the original text ſupport it. 
The words ſeem to be divided wrong in our printed 
editions, as well as- wrong conftrued in the tranſla- 
tions. It is well known that the original at firſt had 
neither the ſtops, nor diviſions into chapters and 
verſes, we ſee in our printed copies of it ; and many 
inſtances might be given, where the ſtops are not 
placed with the beſt judgment ; and being done by 


uninſpired men, it is certain they might make miſ- 
takes there, as well as in their tranſlations, which 
are none of them allowed to be perfect. The words 


in the original of the text above ſtand thus, 


Py229 May pyxy 112 mwh 7 
&c. Y B22 Pwy 


and they naturally divide themſelves at Paw). 

e Unto Meſfiah the prince are weeks ſeven and 
« ſeventy. So the words will run if you place the 
ſtop after D'Y2W, and not after HY, which 


would make, as I obſerved before, the text to con- 


tradict itſelf. Then it follows, 

<« Sixty and two ſhall the ſtreet be built again, 
« and the wall.** This ſeems a natural diviſion of 
the words | 

* Unto Meſjab the prince are weeks ſeven and 
& ſeventy,” ſixty and two ſhall the city be built 


and after the weeks ſixty and two ſhall the Meſſiah 


be cut off.” But if any will ſcrupulouſly contend 
for the old ſtop, let us put the caſe that way : 
* Unto Maſſiab the prince are ſeventy ſeven.” 


Seventy ſeven what? Why weeks or ſevens; the 


I Word 


> ws 8: 
2 — 


— 8 E. 
— — 
— — — _ — - * * — == — — — _ — — - — fl 
os — — —— — — - m > — —— — — 2 ä — — 
N n _ 2 _—_ fo N 
WS = Ke „ eee 1 ha —_ 23 
* © 5 | — L TD 28.4 — CEE DEE * 8 —— —-— 
2 — — 2 - — = £ — - 
2 — = ws * e — *  "VUDS SUFI r5h La. & n * —_ 
— — — —  —— — — — „ . — —— — 
. . wa — bY 8 — — L—ͤd = 
rr 5 SES rr IO. 2 on 
pen Te In —— — —— — > - —— — g ——— — 


— — 


* — p 2 

— a err — 
2 x © 
212 * 

2 - 

2 3 — — 
n 5 2 

+ «96 
— 
r 
— —— ws — 


— — — ” - 


38 | 


word weeks or ſevens being mentioned juſt before, 


as it is immediately afterwards, there ſeems leſs 


need to repeat it here. Conſtrue YAY BY, 


ſeventy ſeven, and the context will naturally, and 


fab, 539 years, and juſt ſo many years there were 


ry 


readily lead one to ſupply weeks or ſeuens; and ſup- 
poſe it meant ſo many of thoſe weeks juſt before 
ſpoke of, and ſixty two of which are given us in 
the next words to compute by, to the death of the 

« Sevens ſevens are determined upon thy people 
c unto Meſſiab the prince are ſeventy ſeven 
& and ſevens fixty and two ſhall the city be built 
« and after the ſevens ſixty and two ſhall the 
&« Meſſiah be cut off.” Take the context thus to- 
gether, and it is very plain that the ſeventy ſeven 
refer to the ſevens or weeks; and fo either way it 


means that from the going forth of the command- 


ment, there ſhould be ſeventy ſevens unto the Meſ- 


from the taking of Babylon, to the Meſſiab or 
birth of Chriſt, for which ſee Dr. Prideaux's Chro- 
nological Table, and which appears alſo from what 
St. Lake ſays, that our Lord was thirty years old in 
the 15th of Tiberius, becauſe Tiberius began' his 
reign Jul. Per. 4728, from which take fifteen, and 
it leaves P. J. 4713, for the year of our Lord's 


birth. Now the difference betwixt 4.175, the year 


of the taking of Babylen, and firſt year of Darius 
the Mede, in which the commandment came forth, 
and 4713, the birth of Chriſt is (incluſively) 539 
years, or ſevenly ſeven weeks : And ſo much for the 
firſt period of weeks; unto the birth of the Meffiah, 
which anſwering ſo exactly, is a ſtrong confirmation 


I have rightly conſtrued the words of the prophefſy. 


I do not indeed know of one auztbority J can cite to 


Juſtify me in it, but that the words may be ſo con- 


ſtrued, will not be diſputed by any body, ſince e- 
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2 in Hebrew, as explained above, is both weeks 
and ſeventy. | 
The next thing is the death of the Maſſiab, which 
was to be at the end of ſixty-two weeks, from the 
time that the reſtoration or building of the city 
ſhould be compleated. 
„Hand threeſcore and two weeks the ſtreet 


© ſhall be built again, and the wall, even in troub- 


c lous times. Verſe xxvi. And after threeſcore 
„ and two weeks ſhall the Meſſiab be cut off.” 
We muſt enquire when the city was finiſhed, and 
how that could be any certain æra to compute to 
the death of our Lord from. 

Some time, and that no little time, muſt neceſ- 
farily elapſe betwixt the going forth of the com- 
mandment to reſtore ſuch a city, and the perform- 
ance of it. Exra obtained a. commiſſion from Ar- 
taxerxes to reſtore Feruſalem, eighty years after 
Cyrus's decree 3 and Nebemiab comes with another 
for the ſame purpoſe, thirteen or fourteen years 
after that, and finds all in ruins, but repairs the 


city walls in ſome meafure ; but Ch. vu. 4. com- 


plains of the city's being void or empty on all hands, 
the people few, and the houſes not builded; and 
thirteen years after this, ſee Chap. xiii. 10, 11, on 
his return from the Per/fan court he found that the 
Levites and Singers were fled every one to his 
field, and the houſe of God forſaken; and if it was 
twenty years after this before the void (tranſlated 
above the ftreet) of the city, n, that which had 
been thrown down, was built again, and, the city 
filled with houſes and inhabitants, it would not be 
much to be' wondered at, conſidering the ſlow pro- 
greſs they had hitherto made, and the many ob- 


ſtacles they met with. Now it appears, Neb. xii. 


27, and xiii. 28. that there was a ſolemn day of 

thankſgiving appointed for the finiſhing the reſto- 

ſtaration of Jeruſalem, I mean the dedication of the 
wall, 
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Wall, during the pontificate of Febo:da.: They had. 
choſen people by lot to dwell in Feruſalem, had ſet 
x1 order all the affairs relating to church and ſtate; 
then they made a call of the people to Jeruſalem, 
to keep the dedicatian of the wall with gladneſs, 


<< both with thankſgivings, and with ſinging, with 


«cymbals, pſalteries, and with harps.” Ch. xii. 


ver. 43. ** Allo that day they offered great ſacrifices, 


* and rejoiced; for God had made them rejoice- 
< with great joy; the wives alſo and the children 


< rejoiced, ſo that the joy of Feruſalem was heard 


even a far off.“ And Ch. xiii. 1. And on that 
< day they read in the book of Moſes.” And find- 
Ing it prohibited them to have ſtrange wives, they 
reſolved to put them away, and carried it ſo far, 


that Nehemiah even baniſhed a ſon of the high 


prieſt for nat parting with his wife. This accidental 


mention of a ſon of Joboida's the high prieſt being 


baniſhed for having married a daughter of Sanballat, 
the inveterate enemy of the Jews, at this laſt act 
of Nebemiab's reformation, ſhews us that the dedi- 
cation of the wall was during his pontificate, for it 
was at this feaſt of the dedication they put away 
their ſtrange wives; and therefore this could not be 
before the pontificate of Fehaida, which began the 
11th of Darius Nothus, and 127 years from the 
taking of Babylon by Darius the Mede: Sooner 
than this it could not be; but it might be later; it is 
uncertain what year of Fehoida to place this laſt act 
of Nebemiab's reformation in; Dean Prideaux places 
it in the th year of his pontificate, becauſe it ſuits 
his calculation ; I muſt ſuppoſe it later to ſuit mine, 
and muſt make it the 1oth year of Jeboida. But 
though we are uncertain now when that ſolemn de- 
dication of the wall was, which I preſume may 


juſtly be eſteemed the finiſhing the reſtoration and 


building of the city, though that cannot be deter- 
mined within ten years ; yet was it a remarkable 
| epoch, 
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epoch, for them to compute from, who celebrated 
this feſtival of joy, and muſt know when they 
compleated the great work, they returned their 
publick thanks for, by a general thankſgiving, and 
a remarkable reformation of ſome notorious abuſes. 
It does not appear, as far as I know, that this day 
was commemorated annually ; but their publick re- 
cords, no doubt, preſerved the memory of the 
time when it was. However as our Lord was in 
his 30th year, in the 15h of Tiberius, and his birth 
being ſeventy-ſeven ſevens from the 1ſt of Darius, 
that will direct us where to begin the ſixty- two 
ſevens; i. e. will direct us nearly to the time. St. 


| Luke ſays our Lord was about thirty years beginning, 


when he was baptized, o TEIXXOVTH ETWY HE XOMeNS, 
having juſt entered or begun his goth year, which 
ſeems the natural ſenſe of the words. If this was 
ſometime before the paſſover, as from St. Jobn, Ch, 
ii. 13. it is plain it was, our Lord's miniſtry might 
continue into the third year, as that expreſſion of 
his, Luxe xiii. 32. I do cures to day, and to 
e morrow, and the third day I ſhall be perfected, . 
may be thought to imply; and yet three paſſovers 
would fall within that time; and ſo many St. John 
mentions his being preſent at, though it would take 
up but a little above two years in the whole. Sup- 
poſing then our Lord to have entered the 32d year 
of his age at his death, as he did the 30th, at his 
baptiſm, the year of the Julian period, for his death ' 
will be 4745, from which take 434, or ſixty-two 
weeks, it carrries us back to P. J. 4311, and 10th 
of Fehoida, for the finiſhing of the reſtoration of 
Feruſalem, or beginning of the ſixty-two weeks, 
134 years from their return from the captivity, and 
137 from the firſt of Darius; and ſo they will end 
38 years before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, which 
lays the learned Mann is known to have been exe- 
cuted P. F. 4783. J. CID A. D. 70. which is 
| 5 


{i {| 
1 


„»» 


— — — 
— y 
3 


— — 
—— Rn 
ET 2 — 
* —— 4 
SERIE 


— — 
— pon ys — 
= py 


* 
— 
— 
8 —— — we 4. 
2 
— * 9 2 8 && 2+ 8 2 PRI —— 2 " 
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a confirmation that the crucifiction was P. F. 4745, 


and the birth 32 years before it; or which is the 
ſame thing, taking 70 from 4783, it gives 4713 


for the birth of Chriſt ; and ſo the whole time be- 
twixt the taking of Babylon, and the deſtruction of 
Feruſalem, namely betwixt P. F. 4175, and P. 7. 
4783, which is 608 years, comprehends 538 from 
Darius to the birth of Chriſt, thence 32 to his 
death, and thence 38 to the deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem, in all 608. If it was then the 478 3d year 
of the Julian period, that the ſecond temple was 
deſtroyed, and the propheſy be rightly conſtrued, 
that from the going forth of the commandment in 
the firſt of Darius, there were to be ſeventy-ſeven 
weeks or ſevens, i. e. 539 years (incluſively) to the 
Meſſiah, there are but 70 from thence to the de- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem, and ſo it correſponds with 
our vulgar æra. Commentators have differed in 
their interpretation of what St. Luke tells us about 
the time of Jobn's baptiſing, and of the age of 
Chriſt, Ch. iii. Now in the fifteenth year of 
« the reign of Tiberius Cæſar the word of God 
% came to John the ſon of Zacharias in the wilder- 
e neſs, and he came into all the country about 
« Tordan.” Can there be any diſpute here that 
the word of God came to John in the 15th of Ti- 
berius, and that he began then to baptiſe ? Now 
«© when all the people were baptized, it came to 


«© pals that Zeſus allo being baptized and praying, 
the heaven was opened, Yer. 21. And Feſus 
5 


'C 


« himſelf being about thirty years beginning, being 
(as was ſuppoſed the ſon of 


* 


* 


Mal that of God. And Jeſus being full of the 
Holy Ghoſt, returned from Jordan, (where 
Fohn had baptized him) “ and was led by the 
** ſpirit into the wilderneſs.” Is it not plain from 
hence that Jeſus was thirty years old at his baptiſm ? 
St. Like tell us that in the 15h ycar of Tiberius, 
ts Th et eb | 1 a John 


«cc 


Joſeph) of Heli, of 


_—_— 
= 


3 LS 
Jobn came preaching the baptiſm of repentance, 
that Jeſus came to be baptized of him, that he was 
beginning his 30th year, or in the Greek phraſe be- 
ginning thirty years ; that he returned from the 
lace where he was baptized, and was tempted of 
the devil forty days. He was then thirty years old 
at his baptiſm, becauſe he was thirty years old 
when he returned from it.- It appears from the 


ther evangeliſts, that the temptation immediately 


ſucceeded the baptiſm; and, therefore, when St. 
Luke ſays that Feſus was baptized, was thirty 
« years old, and being full of the Holy Ghoſt re- 
turned from Ferdan, and was led by the ſpirit 
into the wilderneſs to be tempted; he fixes the 
age of Chriſt at the time of his baptiſm, in a man- 
ner, not to be evaded; and tho' a gentleman whoſe 
abilites and learning are highly to be eſteemed, is 
pleaſed to ſay, that © others (and it ſeems with 
more reaſon) ſay that the 15h of Tiberius is not 
intended by Luke for the epoch, either of Fobn's 
<« firſt appearance, or of the baptiſm of Chriſt, but 
of his paſſion.” Mann Diſſer. p. 89, yet I hope 
I ſhall be excuſed in diſſenting from him, and in 
imagining that if he will pleaſe to review the words 
of the evangeliſts, he will find that they had no 
great reaſon to think ſo. Jobn was in the wilder- 
neſs till the day of his ſhewing unto Vael, Luke i. 
80. there the word of God came to him, in the 
15th of Tiberius, and he came into all the country 
about Jordan baptiſing, Ch. iii. 13, which fixes the 
time of John's firſt appearance to the 1 57h of Tibe- 
7145, or one would think that no words could do ſo. 
J have all the reſpect and deference poſſible for the 
learned Mann, and for thoſe antient writers of 
chriftianity, whom he refers to as underſtanding 
the evangeliſt, that Jeſus was baptized but the year 
before his death, in the 14th of Tiberius; but the 


words of St. Luke are ſo plain that no authority 


G 2 ſnould 


1441 


ſhould biafs us in the interpretation of them; and 
while the text of St. John ſtands as it does, and I 
preſume no man ſhould take upon him to correct 
it without the authority of ſome authentic MSS ; 

while that ftands as it does, it intirely overthrows 
their notion likewiſe, who maintain that 'Chriſt was 
baptized but the vear before his death, becauſe St. 
Jobn exprefsly mentions three paſſovers, one that 
was ſoon after the baptiſm of Chriſt, Ch. ii. 1 3. when 
he entered upon his miniſtry, and one Ch. vi. 4. 
ſeemingly only with a deſign to let us know how 
many paſſovers there were within the courſe of our 
' Lord's miniſtry, and the laſt when he was cruci- 
fied : And fo our Lord was juſt entered his 32d 
year at his death, as he had his 3oth when he began 
bis miniſtry at his baptiſm ; and let what difficulties 
be ſtarted you pleaſe againſt this account from pro- 
phane hiſtory, we ſhall want ſomething more than 
the bare authority of the antienteſt writers, or opi- 
nion of the learnedeſt men to ſet it aſide, as the 
intention of the evangeliſts. Taking it for granted 
then that St. Luke does ſay that our Lord was hap- 
tized in the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius, = 
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the 3orb of his own life, it will follow that the birth *' 


of Chriſt was according, to St. Lake, P. F. 4713; 
but here the learned Mann raiſeth ſeveral objections, 
and aſſigns P. J. 4707, for the year of that birth, 
Which is ſix years before the common account, p. 
29, et ſeq. Joſephus ſays Herod reigned. 34 years, 
and began his reign P. J, 4676, and ſo died P. J. 
4.710 3 and our Lord being born during his reign, 


muſt be born before that time, and Foſephus muſt be 


miſtaken in a number of particulars if. Herod did 
not begin his reign as above, as he is alſo. in many 


others, if he did f not die at the time ſpecified. The | g 


account is very curious and ingenious, but ſeems to | 


me more learned and laboured than certain; tho 


I mhall leave it to better heads than my own to try to 4 


unravel 
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unravel; it  J-ſhall only cite what the learned Dean 
Prideaux, with no leſs piety than ſenſe remarks, P. 
433, that the prophane writer muſt give place to 
« the ſacred; and, therefore, the true anſwer in 
« this matter is, that Joſepbus was miſtaken, ;, the 
« ſacred writ. as being dictated by the Holy Spirit 
« of God, muſt ever be of infallible truth, which 
« cannot be ſaid of the writings. of Zeſephus, and 
« that Jaſephus's antiquities have in them many. 
« oreat and manifeſt miſtakes,” and gives many 
inſtances of it, and ſome: which ſhew that he might 
eaſily miſtake ſix or ſeven years in the reign of He- 
rod, 1 — he has made ſuch groſs miſtakes in point 
of. chronology, and truth. of hiſtory, in ſo many 
other particulars; not to ſay that ſome miſtakes way 


be made by others in adjuſting the different æra's, 


different writers compute by; and no doubt miſ- 
takes are often made in ſettling thoſe dates and fats, 
which we may think ought not to give way to any 
authority the learned Mann ſeems to have made a 
miſtake in this Kind, p. 40, where he is proving 
that our Lord muſt be born above three months 
before Herod's death, from St. Luke ii. 39. When 
« they had performed all things according to the 
ce law of the Lord they returned to Nazareth; on 

which he remarks, St. Luke tells us that as ſoon as 
his parents had performed all things according to 
e the law, they returned to Nazareth, their uſual 
wy dwelling. place ; but the family muſt have been. 
e again removed from Nazareth to Bethlehem, be- 
« fore the Magi came to Feruſalem ; for it was 
«© Bethlehem the Magi came to. But St. Luke 
does not ſay as ſoon as, but when, or after, they had 
performed, all things according to the law, and 
wholly. paſſes over the affair of the Magi; and 


compare Mat. ii. 23, with this of St. Luke's, it 


appears that they went not to Nazareth till after 
their * from Egypt. After the purification they 
went 
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N 
went back from Jeruſalem to Bethlehem, there the 
Arabian princes came to adore our Lord, on this 


they are ordered into Egypt, from whence. on He. 


rod's death they came back, and dwelt at Nazareth 
their own city : So there is no ground to conclude 


from hence that the holy family went from Berble- 


hem to Nazareth, and then returned from Nazareth 
to Bethlebem again, before they went into Egypr, and 
conſequently no occaſion to ſpend a year in theſe 
journies. And yet on this reaſoning does our in- 
genious chronologer build one of his fas and dates, 
that will not give way to accommodate ſyſtems; and 
I hope ſome of the reſt of thoſe dates and facts, 
will one time or other appear not ſo well grounded 
as they may be thought; and ſurely no part of 
learning is more confuſed and uncertain than chro- 


nology, and the more minute particulars of courſe 


muſt be more confuſed ſtill, and leſs to be depended 
upon, than the grander land- mars of time, if I 
may ſo call them, and the more remarkable Xra's, 
which we- may have ſome dependance upon. What 
I build upon is the time when Babylon was taken; 


the time when Tiberius began his reign, and what 


St. Lake ſays, that our Lord was juſt entered his 


zorb year at his baptiſm, when he began his miniſtry, 


and in the -1574 year of the reign of Tiberius; by 
which it appears that our Lord was born P. J. 
4713, provided the learned are not miſtaken in 


maldng F. J. 4728, the firſt of Tiberius's reign. 


And ſtring rl the authority of St. Luke as an in- 


ſpired writer, he certainly deſerves as much to be 
credited in what he relates as Jaſephus can do, and 


more, as he lived in the times he writes his hiſtory 


of, and had his information from them who were 
eye wirneſſes, and miniſters of the word, who were in- 
ſpired; and ſo he wrote under the eye and direction 


of thoſe who were directed by the Holy Spirit; were 
there any reaſon to * that he himſelf was not; 
whereas 
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[ 47 ] 
whereas Joſephus wrote at a great diſtance of time 
and place from the ſcene of his hiſtory, and after 


the records of the country and the country were 


deſtroyed : St. Luke ſays he had perfect knowledge 
of all things from the very firſt, which from many 
inſtances it appears that Joſephus had not of what he 


Þ writes. But let it be obſerved, that St. Luke does 


by no means diſown his being infallibly directed in 


I writing his goſpel, when he propoſes to “ ſet forth 


% a declaration of thoſe things which the eye- 
<« witneſſes of the word had delivered to them ;*? 
as if by this he had allowed that he wrote from hear- 
ſay only. He only ſays he would draw up a ſuc- 
cin& hiſtory of what the apoſtles and other diſciples 
of Chriſt, who were eye-w:tneſſes, had delivered 
unto them; and he might himſelf have been an eye- 
witneſs of many of thoſe things, and directed by 
the Holy Spirit in penning his account of them, 
notwithſtanding what he ſays in this exordium to 
his goſpel. Our Lord tells his diſciples, Job. xvi. 
13, that the ſpirit of truth ſhould come and guide them 
into all truth, &c. Mark xvi. 17, that ſuch and 
ſuch /ipns ſhould follow them that believe, which was 
ſetting the ſeal of heaven to the truth .of what they 
ſaid and wrote. The above dates relating to the 
taking of Babylon, the reign of Tiberius, and de- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem, are, as far as I know, un- 
conteſted, and they fall in directly with the terms of 
Daniel's prophely : | 
In the firſt year of Darius, the ſon of Abaſue- 
* 745, of the ſeed of the Medes—I Damel—prayed 
* unto the Lord my God—Now, therefore, O 
* our God, hear the prayer of thy ſervant, and his 
ſupplications, and cauſe thy face to ſhine upon 
„thy ſanctuary that is deſolate, for the Lord's 
« ſake—behold our deſolations, and the city which 
is called by thy name—at the beginning of fd 
« ſop- 
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e ſupplication the commandment. came forth 


. 


A 


and upon thy holy city—know, therefore, that 
% from the going forth of the commandment to 
<« reſtore and to build Feruſalem, unto Maſſiab the 
<« prince, are ſevens ſeven and ſeventy : Sixty and 
ce two ſhall the city be reſtored and built and after 
<& the ſevens ſixty and two ſhall the Maſſiab be 
« cur off.” The text adds, 19 ben, which has 
been diverſely conſtrued ; the Abd; ſenſe of the 
words ſeems to be only that be ſhould be gone, ſhould 
leave this world; as Zeremiah ſays, our fathers have 
ſined and DN, they are not; ſo Enoch walked with 
God, and JI'N, was not. 

The next verſe has its difficulties, at leaſt has dif- 
ficulties made in it by the tranſlation. 

Ver. 27. And he ſhall confirm the covenant 


Sevens ſevens are determined upon thy people, 


« with many for one week; or rather in one ſeven, | 
within the compaſs of one ſeven; but ſeven what? 


years {ay our learned commentators ; 5 but the com- 
but by ſevens of 
Sevens ſevens are determined upon you; 
in ſeventy- ſeven ſevens ſhall the Meſiab be born; 
two ſevens ſhall the city be built, and after 


putation here is not by ſingle years, 
ears. 


ſixt 
choſe fixty-two ſevens ſhall the Meſſiab be cut off, 


and be gone, and in one ſeven, viz. of the ſevens, ; 


more, ſoall be make the covenant prevail with many; 


within the compaſs of fifty years ſhall the faith in | 


him generally prevail: 

« And in the midſt of the week he ſhall cauſe 
ce the oblation and ſacrifice to ceaſe.” In the midſt 
The verb ſignifies, <* diviſit in partes æquales vel 


44 inæquales, Numb. xxxi. 14. (and Gen. xxxiii. 11.) | 


& in duas vel plures partes dimidiare. Verum & 
«« de partibus inæqualibus monet dici Kimchi, ut 
* exempla oſtendunt. Leigh. Crit. Sacr. 


noun then is a diviſion, or cutting off, at the part- 
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( 49 ] 
ing of another week, before the end of it, he will 
cauſe the oblation and ſacrifice to ceaſe. The ſacri- 
fice and oblation ceaſed at the deſtruction of Feru- 
ſalem, though, perhaps, ſome might continue the 


| ſacrifices on the ground where the temple ſtood after 


this ſecond deſtruction of it, as Dean Prideaux has 
ſhewn ſome did after the deſtruction of the firſt 
However, the burning of 
the temple and diſperſion of the people, may be 
ſaid to have put an end to the ſacrifices, if not im- 
mediately, yet ſoon after; and that happened within 
forty years fromthe crucifixion, and ſo was towards 
the end of one feven more from the cutting off of 
the Meſſiah. Some learned men, whoſe authority 
cannot weigh more with the reader, than it does 
with the writer of this, would refer the half week 
here to the ceſſation of the ſacrifices during the pro- 
phanation of the temple under Antiachus Eprphanes, 
but the context doth not admit of it. This ceſſation 
was to continue until the conſummation ; he ſhall 
confirm the covenant with many; this is after 
he ſhould be cut off, and after the people of the 
prince to come, the empire that was to ſucceed the 
Macedonian, ; ſhould deſtroy the city and the ſanc- 
% tuary, and the end ſhould be with a flood, as 
mentioned ver. 26. and which is repeated in this 
27th verſe. ** And in the end of the week he ſhall 
& cauſe the ſacrifice and ablation to ceaſe, and for 
<< the overſpreading of abominations, he ſhall make. 
it deſolate, even until the conſummation, and that 
determined, be poured upon the deſolate,” which 
is connecting the ceſſation of the ſacrifices with the 
final deſtruction of the temple, that we mult forcibly 
take them out of their place to make them relate to 
any thing elſe; for why ſhould they be ſo inter- 
woven with words relating to the preaching of the 
goſpel, and final deſtruction of the Fews which 

ED: tollowed 


1 500 
followed ſo cloſe upon it, if they related only te 
a ſhort ceſſation of the ſacrifices above 200 hun- 
dred years before? And I hope the light I have 
now ſet the propheſy in will ſnew that the ſpeaker 
had regard to chronological order, as well as chro- 
nological truth, in delivering the events of it, all 1 
which is ſubmitted with great deference to better 
Judges, 

'The birth and death of Chriſt are marked out to 
a year, but the ceſſation of the ſacrifices is-left more 
at large, and was to come to pals at the end of 
ſuch a number of years, or rather towards the end 
of them, towards the end of that ſeven of the pre- 
dicted ſevens, which ſhould ſucceed the ſixty-twe 
ſevens, after which the Meſſiah was to be cut off; 
and within the compaſs of which the faith of 
Chriſt ſhould generally prevail; and the faith of 
Chriſt did generally prevail, and churches were eſta- 
bliſhed, and the New-teſtament written within the 
compaſs of fifty years from the death of our Lord. 
Here a latitude of nine or ten years is left for the 
unbelieving Jews, to indulge, if ſo obſtinately bent 
upon it, their unreaſonable doubts about that de- 
ſtruction they knew and allowed was to overwhelm 
their city and temple, ſoon after the Maſſiab ſhould 
come, and be generally believed on: They knew 
this when they faid, „ if we let him thus alone all 
„ men will bekeve on him, and the Romans ſhall 
& come and take away both our place and nation.“ 
And they would have put the apoſtles to death, 
AF. v. that they might not bring the blood of Je- 
ſus upon them, and fo fulfilled the propheſies in 
prepoſterouſſy endeavouring to hinder the comple- 
tion of them, as if their putting Chriſt to death 
could prevent mankind's believing in him, if he 
were the Maſſiab; or his pretention would not have 
defeated itſelf, if he were not, as Gamaliel __ 
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atgued with them, or their laying their hands on 
the apoſtles could defeat the oath of God, and pre- 
vent the Romans from deſtroying. their city and 
temple, which they knew they were to do, if Jeſus 


vere the Cbriſt. But more particularly might the 


time of their deſtruction be left ſomewhat at large, 
that the better inclined people amongſt them might 
have time to be rationally convinced that the de- 
ſtruction, was near at hand, when the new ſect ſo 
generally prevailed, , as to give a reaſonable ſuſ- 
picion that this was the very Chriſt, by ſuch great 
numbers daily gathering to him; and ſo might 
be prevailed upon to ſave themſelves from that 

erverſe generation ; this' being one token of the 
Meſſiah, that all men ſhould believe in him; and it 
being told, in the plaineſt words, that when all 
men did believe in him, then ſhould a flood of 
deſolations be poured forth. upon Jeruſalem. Our 
Lord, Mat. xxiv. 34. ſpeaking of theſe evils that 
were coming upon the Jews, ſays, This generation 


Aal not paſs away till all theſe things ſpall be ful- 


filled; which is leaving the time at large, juſt in 
the ſame that it is in the prophecy before us; Be- 
fore the generation that ſees the Meſſiah cut 
off ſhall paſs away, ſhall the ſacrifice and the 
“ oblation be made to ceaſe, with a flood of de- 
* ſolations continually pouring upon the city.“ 

The remaining part of the 27th verſe, is not 
very accurately conſtrued, or very intelligibly; 
_** —and for the .overſpreading of abomination, 
* he ſhall make it deſolate.” 

In the Hebrew. 
And upon the wings of the abominable ones 
<< ſhall be deſolation— 

The compariſon is borrowed from birds of prey, 
which extend their wings over their prey aloof in 
the air, ready to ſtoop down upon it, which way 

3 ſoe ver 


1 
| ſoever it endeavours to eſcape. Thus Fer. xlviil. 
Wo 40. « He ſhall flie as an eagle, and ſpread his 
jy „ wings over Moab—and Moab fhall be deſtroy- 
« ed.” It is predicted of Chriſt, that Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhould be in his wings, which he ſpreads 
out to protect and cheriſh ; but theſe abomina- 
ble men had only deſolation and deſtruction in 
their wings; and which, as it is ſaid of the king 
of Afſria's, Ja. viii. 8. Should overflow and go 
« over; and the ſtretching out of them ſhould ! 
« fill the breadth of the land.“ The wing or 
power of abominable men ſhall extend and make 
deſolate z or, they ſhall prevail, and lay Jeru/alom | 
deſolate. | POET! 
5 _ ** —even until the conſummation, and that de- 
* termined, be poured upon the deſolate.” q 
According to the Hebrew, upon the deſolator ; | 
on them who brought the deſolation. As it is in 
another prophecy, ** Feru/alem ſhall be trodden 
| % down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
i « Gentiles be fulfilled 5” and then Feruſalem will 
ö be rebuilt, the net and heavenly city; but the 
earthly Jeruſalem is to lay in ruitis tilt the conſum- 


r "I — 
— — — — . — > 
="? 


— 


— 
— — 
3 


Le 4 
” ok 
'n I'Si 
\' $64 
144 
Kt 
. £17800 
it} [IF * 
\ e 
+ LH þ 
. 
! 1 
1 
1 
10 
1 
1 
v1 89 
{3h 
"Tx: 
bg 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
10 
ih 
W 
* q 
on 
1 
Ti 
; 


22. 
OS 4 g 
— 
< 


— — AC Ide en — — 
—— 2 ͤ—ä—ä—᷑ —— - 


- 
— = — — 
wr — 2 
2 — 


= _ A 


mation of all things. © | 
Our bleſſed Lord refers to this important pro- 
phecy we have been conſidering, Mat. xxiv. 15. | 
and Mark xiii. 14. When ye therefore ſhall ſee | 
the abomination of deſolation, ſpoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, ſtand in the holy place [in 
« St. Mark, © where it ought not,] whoſo read- | 
e eth let him underſtand.” Which laſt words are | 
a plain reference to the words of the angel, Know 
therefore and underſtand, which he ufhers the pro- 
j phecy in with, and ſo lead us to this whole paſ- 
ft ſage of Daniel as now to be fulfilled. . And what 
Wo is called by St. Matthew and St. Mark the abo- | 
1 mination of defolation, as the Hebrew was tranſla- 
! | | 1 | ted | 
| : 
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ted in the received tranſlation, is by St. Zuke, chap: 
xxi. 20. explained to be the Roman army, th 
wings of which were ſpread out for deſtruction 
over Jeruſalem; and the people that compoſed it, 


are, in the text of Daniel, called abominable men. 


So that the tranſlation our Lord cites the prophecy 
from, agrees in ſenſe, though not in words, with 
the original. 5 | e 
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4 00 KS * 1 and ſold Ey E. Wi- 
„ rHERS, at the Seven Stars, near the Inner 
ci Temple-Gate, Fleet-ſtreet. : 


L, 71 HE Portrait of Old Age: bea; is con- | 
tained a ſacred Anatomy both of Soul and 
Body, and a perfect Account of the Infirmities of 
bs. incident to them both : Being a Paraphraſe 
the ſix former Verſes of the xiith Chipter of 

Feclehaftes By Fobn Smith, M. D. of the College 
of Phyſicians. The Third Edition, corrected: In 
one neat Pocket Volume. Price 2s. 64. bound. 

II. The Divine Miſcellany : Conſiſting of Soli- 
loquies, Meditations, Contemplations, and Ora- 
tions on various Subjects; with the grand Oeco- 
nomy of Human Life. In nine Sections. Taken 
from the Theological Magazine, and thus ſeparately | 

rinted at the general Requeſt of the Subſcribers. 
rice ſewed 15s. 6d. 

III. The Works of John Sheffield, Earl of Mul- 
grave, Marquis of Normanby, and Duke of Buck- 
ingham. Two Vol. Price 8. 


IV. Memoirs of the late famous Baſhaw Count 
Bonne val. Price 6. 

V. The Beauties of the Engliſh Stage: Conſiſting | 
of all the celebrated Paſſages, Soliloquies, Similies, 
Deſcriptions, and other poetical Beauties in the 
Engliſh Plays antient and modern. Digeſted un- 
der proper Heads in alphabetical Order, with the 
Names of the Plays, and their ſeveral Authors re- 
ferred to, &c. Two Vol. Price 55. 

VI. A Method for the Inſtruction of Children 

and Youth in the ſacred Hiſtory. To be uſed in 

Families and Schools. The Second Edition, with 
large Additions. Price 15. 

VII. Curious Obſervations on the Practice of a 
Juſtice of the Peace, by the late Sir Tho. De Veil, 


Kat. one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, Sc. 
Price 6d. 


